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2018 . . . And Time Marches On!
AS JAMES MAGAZINE ENTERS ITS 14TH YEAR, THE 154TH

Georgia General Assembly reconvenes on January 8.
Our companion company InsiderAdvantage Georgia
again has staff reporters (who also write for James) operating out of a press gallery office in the Paul Coverdell
Legislative Office Building next to the Capitol. Our staff,
including yours truly, will be reporting on various public
policy issues, as well as providing “inside information”
that underlies the 2018 legislative process.
We believe such fresh information— coupled with
analysis pieces written by Republican. Democrat and
independent opinion molders for our daily online
InsiderAdvantage subscription service— keeps us a
relevant part of Georgia’s communications and news
fabric. Check out the website insideradvantage.com
to subscribe. A subscription is $17.50 a month for daily
IAG online news— and includes a complimentary
James subscription.
Perhaps it’s instructive, though, to review what
happened last year in the Republican-controlled legislature. Senate and House GOP leaders announced “priorities” for 2017 but few passed because leaders in both
chambers stymied some of each other’s pet bills during
last-minute infighting. For example, polls show a majority of Georgians want more parental school choice as
well as a state income tax cut. Yet those two bills—
which enjoyed (and still enjoy) strong GOP support in
both chambers— died as the clock ran out. It shouldn’t
have happened, but it did.
With 2018 being an election year, requiring all state
legislators to answer to their constituents, hopefully
such positive reforms will pass this time.
Josh Belinfante covers overall topics on the 2018
legislative agenda and staff writers Cindy Morley and
Baker Owens report on the Republican and Democrat
agendas, respectively. An array of other authors (a

special welcome back to Dick Yarbrough!) tackle
other legislative topics. And Georgia’s U.S. Sen.
David Perdue provides a review from Washington,
D.C. of 2017 successes.
Our main feature by two university professors
addresses the state’s largest construction project—
two new nuclear generating units at Plant Vogtle—
that was given the green light to proceed by the Public
Services Commission. While the controversial project is
over-budget, the authors argue it would have been
reckless to abandon it.
As we measure economic progress and its impact
on our quality of life, we draw attention to the continuing but underreported progress by the Cobb-Marietta
Coliseum and Exhibit Hall Authority. CEO and General
Manager Michele Swann provides an update as well as
a vision for the future. And speaking of CEOs, our “CEO
Spotlight” features Todd Groce who mans the helm of
the Georgia Historical Society headquartered in
Savannah. He is clearly a “man on a mission” and his
column reveals a lot of information we didn’t fully realize about the society’s impressive statewide work.
Finally, the James team especially appreciates the
support of our readers and advertisers. We wish all a
happy and prosperous 2018!

PHIL KENT CEO & PUBLISHER
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WHO’S RISING AND SINKING IN GEORGIA BUSINESS AND POLITICS

It was a banner election season for female and minority candidates running for office in Georgia. Most notable: Keisha
Lance Bottoms eked out an Atlanta mayoral win;
Republican Lori Henry won the Roswell mayoral runoff;
African-American Craig Newton is the new Norcross
mayor; Rey Martinez (a prominent Donald Trump supporter) became the first Hispanic-American to win a seat in
Gwinnett County as mayor of Loganville; Cairo elected as
mayor 28-year-old African-American Booker Gainor; and
Milledgeville elected (by a six-vote margin) Mary Parham
Copelan as its first black mayor. More female and minority
candidates for public office has their ship RISING…
Two Democrat lawmakers introduced legislation to let
cities and counties control keeping or removing
Confederate statues and war memorials, rather than continue having the state of Georgia retain control. But state
House of Representatives Speaker David Ralston, RBlue Ridge, indicates no change is going to happen. “The
history of Georgia is the same whether you live in Blue
Ridge or whether you live in Bainbridge or whether you
live in Decatur. And so to allow that history to be controlled
depending on the jurisdiction you’re in strikes me as very
divisive in and of itself,” he says. Translate that to mean the
ship of the two Democrats is destined to SINK…
In November InsiderAdvantage was the first Georgia
news outlet to report that Kennesaw State University
President Sam Olens was in serious trouble with the
University System’s Board of Regents. Sure enough, on
Dec. 14 Olens resigned having “decided that new leadership will be required for KSU to fully realize its potential.”
He failed to address management problems inherited
from predecessor Dan Papp and his doom was sealed
after a KSU game when cheerleaders kneeled during the
national anthem and he failed to inform an angry chancellor about keeping them in the locker room for future
anthems. This time there will be a nationwide presidential search, as KSU’s boat DRIFTS…
Citizen activist Nydia Tisdale, who videotaped a
Dawsonville GOP rally advertised as open to the public,
was found not guilty of felony obstruction for allegedly
striking a law officer who removed her from the premises. A jury also found Tisdale not guilty of misdemeanor
criminal trespass since she talked with the owner and
believed she could record speeches. Incredibly, she was
found guilty of misdemeanor obstruction apparently
because jurors felt she should have known that the

deputy who removed her was a lawman even though he
initially refused to identify himself. Tisdale ended up
paying a fine but should never have been charged with
anything. Those who persecuted her deserve to SINK…
Atlanta Steeplechase fans were dismayed when it was
announced last year that the event would end after 52
years. However, the popular event has been brought back
as the Georgia Steeplechase of Atlanta spearheaded
by Cobb County businessman Anthony Scott-Hobbs.
Held near Rome in April and featuring new attractions,
the charity event benefitting the Atlanta Boys and
Girls Club, Trinity Rescue, and Must Ministries
Summer Lunch Program is RISING…
After five years at the helm, Debbie Alford stepped
down as president and CEO of the Georgia Lottery Corp,
and is succeeded by Gretchen Corbin who headed the
Technical College System of Georgia. The $19 billion generated by lottery games since 1992 have provided the
HOPE Scholarship to more than 1.8 million college students and offered access to lottery-funded pre-k programs for more than 1.4 million four-year-olds. With the
lottery breaking all revenue records in 2017, and with
Alford temporarily staying on as a consultant to assist
Corbin, odds are their boat will be RISING…
Augusta Mayor Hardie Davis is championing a vision of
“re-connecting Augusta” that includes a plan to move the
civic center from downtown to a defunct south Augusta
mall location. He and members of the Coliseum Authority
believe the relocation would economically and socially
revive the area. However, some downtown business
interests are opposed and the mayor has not been able to
garner approval from a majority of the 10-member
Commission for the project. There will be continued
negotiations about the fate of the new arena but so far the
relocation boat is DRIFTING…
Walter Rabon Jr., a deputy commissioner for the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources, was arrested in Jasper
County after police found him outside of his just-wrecked
car. His blood alcohol content was well above the legal limit
and he was hauled off to jail. Now drunk driving is to be
frowned upon, but what’s more interesting is that 14 bottles of illegal moonshine were also found on the scene—
nine intact in his car and five more smashed in the accident. Most people these days associate moonshining with
a bygone era of banjo tunes and pigs squealing, but apparently the practice is alive and well in parts of Georgia. For
being the state’s worst moonshine runner (and for drunk
driving, tsk tsk) Rabon’s ship SANK…
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I mp r es si ve gr ow th

ustainable economic development and attracting
resident workers across Georgia is driven by wise
investments by our General Assembly. For Cobb
County— Marietta, Acworth, Kennesaw, Austell,
Smyrna and surrounding areas— the hotel-motel taxes
collected within Cobb County for the Cobb-Marietta
Coliseum & Exhibit Hall Authority have successfully
powered Georgia’s ability to compete economically. It
delivers critical cultural and commercial infrastructure in a
region representing over 10 percent of the state’s economy.
The legislation shaping the Authority was passed in
1993 with an expiration date of 2028. However, extension
of that legislation is needed today so the Authority may
continue its mission and have an ongoing funding source
for infrastructure improvements, capital projects,
renovations, expansions, etc.
The Authority, in operation since 1994, operates Cobb
Galleria Centre and Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre
and is an unquestionable success and economic driver
for the state of Georgia. Cobb Galleria Centre and Cobb
Energy Performing Arts Centre have surpassed all
expectations generating annual operating profits
(excluding depreciation) from first full year of operation.

S

Additionally, the Authority has been awarded the
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial
Reporting by the Government Finance Officers
Association for each of the last 22 years.
Indeed, the Cobb Galleria Centre is one of the
Southeast’s premier convention facilities hosting over 2.9
million visitors from 2008 through 2017. Cobb Galleria
Centre has literally broken new ground in the tourism
industry, combining exhibition and meeting space with a
retail component adjacent to a four-star hotel.
Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre’s 2,750-seat
theatre is the new home to resident companies, The
Atlanta Opera and Atlanta Ballet. Thus, the Cobb
Energy Performing Arts Centre continues to be an
essential cultural magnet for the growing regions’
young, engaged residents.
Its strong mandate for education has given rise to
ArtsBridge, the educational and community outreach arm
of the Authority. It is a 501(c)3 foundation. Providing
quality arts education programs designed to engage,
motivate and inspire students in kindergarten through
the 12th grade, ArtsBridge collaborates with leading arts
organizations to pave the way for continued on page 10
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students to experience the positive power of the arts.
Since its inception, ArtsBridge has served more than
300,000 students and educators across 57 counties in
Georgia.
Some of the other positive community and economic
impacts of the Authority include:
➤

$3.3 Billion in economic impact for the State of Georgia
from 1995-2017.

➤

Important and profitable infrastructure that attracts
visitors, tourists, businesses, and industries.

➤

From 1995-2017, over $1.24 billion in wages have been
created in Georgia, with over $910 Million of that in Cobb
County alone.

➤

In the last 10 years alone, the combined operations of the
Authority have delivered well over $52.7 Million in Georgia
tax directly back to the State and over $20.2 Million back
to Cobb County.

Michele Swann is the CEO
of the Cobb-Marietta Coliseum
& Exhibit Hall Authority which
operates the Cobb Galleria
Centre and Cobb Energy
Performing Arts Centre.
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The past 24 years have been rewarding for both the
community and the local culture— and we expect
nothing less in the future.
Please support this important pre-filed Authority
extension legislation by state Rep. Earl Ehrhart, R-Powder
Springs, and do not hesitate to contact me if you have
any questions or concerns.
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Only one state

in the United States is diversifying its energy portfolio by
balancing out coal with natural gas, developing solar
energy in a deliberate and economically feasible manner
and expanding its zero-carbon nuclear power base. Only
one state— Georgia.
This can be attributed to the foresight of the Georgia
Public Service Commission (PSC) in its decision to move
forward with the completion of Vogtle Units 3 & 4, as well
as the Georgia Legislature and its passage of Senate Bill
31 in 2009.
There was a time when the responsibilities of a utility
regulator were generally straightforward. As long as the
power generation fleet was modern, efficient and managed by a viable, technically competent utility, the regulator could focus on ensuring that consumers had safe,
reliable and reasonably priced electricity.
However, those days slowly gave way to increasingly
more complex responsibilities as power generation
became inextricably linked to energy resource availability, environmental impacts, global climate change, antifossil fuel and anti-nuclear activism, energy politics and
competing nations seeking to displace the U.S. as the
global leader in critical energy technologies.
Forty years ago, U.S. natural gas production was
trending downward, the Clean Air Act had not been
amended, U.S. power plant construction was beginning a
trend toward coal in response to the federal mandate of
the Power Plant and Industrial Fuel Use Act of 1978 and
China wasn’t a modern industrialized economy.
At that time, who could have predicted that in 2017
U.S. power generation would be trending away from coal
and toward abundant, inexpensive U.S. natural gas that
had been unlocked as a result of fracking technology? Or
that federal rules such as the Clean Power Plan would
require states to regulate their electric power sectors in
order to account for climate change impacts throughout
the world? Or that China would emerge as an economic
challenger to the U.S. and threaten U.S. primacy in
nuclear power technology by planning to construct more
nuclear power plants than any country in the world?
In addition to safe, reliable and reasonably priced
electricity, regulators are now required to account for fuel
diversity, unpredictable energy and environmental policies handed down from federal authorities, energy security, national security, energy price futures, increasingly
12
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complex energy tax credits and the proper balance
between intermittent renewable energy, baseload coal
and nuclear and load-following natural gas. Regulators
are required to be energy polymaths with a crystal ball.
The easy response to these dynamics would have
been to let markets dictate a state’s energy portfolio. An
easy road, but not necessarily the right road. And it isn’t

the road taken by the state of Georgia and the PSC.
Instead, the Georgia Legislature installed an
Integrated Resource Planning (IRP) strategy requiring
that every three years a regulated utility would lay out its
plan for meeting the state’s electric power needs for the
next 20 years. In turn, the PSC would determine whether
that plan “adequately demonstrates the economic, environmental, and other benefits to the state and to customers of the utility, associated with various measures
and sources of supply.”
The spirit of Georgia’s IRP is to create a culture of
thoughtful, deliberate and transparent energy policy decision-making where economic, environmental and other
benefits are to be taken into account. In the case of Vogtle
Units 3 & 4, the other benefits that nuclear power will provide for Georgia include fuel diversity, a long-term hedge
against future policy decisions that are very likely to
include constraints on fossil fuels, and national security—
benefits not detected by market forces alone.
This has proven to be a sound approach as in 1992
Georgia’s electric utility sector was 63% coal, 30.5%
nuclear, 5.3% hydro and 0.1% natural gas. In 2016, it was
32.5% coal, 29.7% nuclear, 35.6% natural gas and 2.9%
hydro, with responsible levels of solar PV being integrated into the grid each year. Moreover, at 12.45 cents/kWhr,
compared with the U.S. average of 13.30 cents/kWhr, residential rates remain below the national average.

In today’s modern globalized economy energy decisions can no longer be made in a vacuum. Rather, those
decisions must reflect long-term forward-thinking
grounded in pragmatism. Consequently, utility regulators
must be deliberate, not reactionary, in developing policy
for the electric power sector, maintaining a clear-eyed
understanding of the inherent limitations and strengths
of fossil fuels, nuclear and renewables appropriately contextualized within the state’s economic objectives.
Therefore, regulators must be judicious, technically competent and not prone to overly-simplistic solutions that
often emerge from renewable energy rhetoric rather than
renewable energy realism.
The Georgia PSC has been a good steward of the public trust throughout the Vogtle deliberations these past
months as it gave audience to myriad voices speaking out
in opposition to, and in support of, these reactors.
Speaking for ourselves, we appreciate the wisdom the PSC
demonstrated in its final decision to continue with the
project, which will expand Georgia’s zero-carbon nuclear
baseload and allow the state to continue a calculated and
economically sound incorporation of solar energy.
By taking action in 2009 to pass S.B. 31, the Georgia
legislature saved ratepayers millions of dollars in interest
charges that would have otherwise accumulated
throughout the Vogtle construction phase. And we commend the PSC for responding to this highly complex
energy issue with a long-term policy solution rather than
a short-term financial reaction. The citizens of Georgia
and Georgia’s economy will benefit from this decision for
generations to come.

Dr. David Gattie is an
Associate Professor of
Engineering at the
University of Georgia.

Dr. Nolan Hertel is a
Professor of Nuclear and
Radiological Engineering
at Georgia Institute of
Technology.

Opinions expressed here are those of the authors and not necessarily
those of the University of Georgia or Georgia Institute of Technology.
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statistic we often proudly boast about is that
Georgia is the Number 1 state in which to do
business. Under Gov. Nathan Deal’s leadership, we have had five banner years of this
enviable title— one that has had palpable
effects on our state. Companies looking to relocate or
expand now give Georgia serious consideration and often
choose our state because of our business climate.
One of the reasons we have been so successful
recruiting business to Georgia is in part due to our efforts
to eliminate unnecessary and antiquated regulations.
However, we aren’t without room for improvement.
Currently state-owned facilities such as the Georgia
World Congress Center and Atlanta’s new Mercedes-Benz
Stadium are allowed to serve alcohol at 10:30 a.m. on
Sundays, while restaurants right across the street are prohibited from selling alcohol until 12:30 p.m. This discrepancy in the existing law that gives government an advantage over private business is anti-free enterprise, and the
antithesis of the pro-business slogan we’ve been reciting
for the last five years.
To address this discrepancy, this upcoming legislative
session I am carrying the “Brunch Bill” in the House and
Sen. Butch Miller, the newly-elected President Pro
Tempore of the Senate, is carrying its companion bill.
Many restaurant owners are hopeful for passage
including Chris Hall, the chief raconteur and partner
with Unsukay. “The Brunch Bill will have an enormously
positive impact on our industry. With as many events as
there are in Atlanta and across the state, allowing us to
sell alcohol at this time will enhance revenue for us as
well as put us on a level playing field with other cities
and states. We are excited at the prospect of this legislation passing,” he said.
Another strong advocate for the “Brunch Bill” is the
Georgia Restaurant Association. GRA Executive Director
Karen Bremer says:
“Passing a brunch bill would have a huge economic
impact on the restaurants and the state of Georgia.
More food and beverage sales equals more tax revenue
for the state and more jobs. Each restaurant that can sell
alcohol will generate an extra $25,000 a year (an extra
$480.77 on Sundays). There are about 4,000 restaurants
in Georgia that could benefit which would mean a total
of $100 million extra in revenue and at 11 percent total
taxes, $11 million more in taxes. This bill would create a
level playing field for government-owned facilities and
the restaurant business.”

In 2015, this pro-business bill overwhelmingly
passed the House but was
unfortunately held up in the
Senate in 2016. The Senate
president pro tem and I are
looking forward to working together and with other members to pass this
legislation during this General Assembly. Considering that
it gives each local municipality the ability to choose
whether to allow Sunday alcohol sales to begin earlier, I
am hopeful that it will pass.
Let’s give the voters a choice. As for
me, I’ll take a mimosa! Cheers!
State Rep. Meagan Hanson, R-Brookhaven, is an
attorney who represents most of Brookhaven along
with sections of Sandy Springs and Chamblee.
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redicting what the General Assembly will pass in
any year is a dangerous game. Making predictions in an election year is about as safe as going
into the fourth quarter of the Super Bowl against Tom
Brady. With that in mind, here goes.

There is little doubt that, at least for the Georgia
House of Representatives, rural issues will be a major
topic of discussion. The Rural Development Council met
all summer and fall, and it issued a report in December.
The Council is co-chaired by Appropriations
Chairman Terry England and Ways and Means
Chairman Jay Powell, and it has Speaker
David Ralston’s full support.
If that is not enough to grab your
attention, you should consider some of the
proposals from the ambitious report. Each
one stands to “open up” key sections of
the Code that have frequently been some of
the most controversial. Specifically, it recommends legislation that will (1) provide tax
deductions and exemptions persons who
move to rural areas; (2) incent rural broadband through regulatory reform and
reduction in franchise fees; (3) create a
new Center for Rural Prosperity and Innovations to
study best practices for rural industries; (4) create a rail
tax credit; (5) increase grant funding for rural schools;
(6) lessen regulations on hospital pharmacies and billing
practices; and (7) maintain Certificate of Need (“CON,”
the government mandate that the state approve the
construction of new hospitals, some hospital services,
and surgery centers) only in rural areas and allow for
rural micro hospitals.
Put simply, the Rural Development Council put tax
reform, tax credits, and CON squarely on the agenda.
True, CON and tax cuts have been discussed in the past
two sessions. But, this year is different. Now those issues
are viewed through the lens of how they impact rural
Georgia. And, for the first time since 2008, rural healthcare interests have spoken positively about a reform package that includes changes to urban CON regulations. We
are in somewhat uncharted territory on this one.

Mass Transportation

Some wonder whether this will be the year where
mass transit receives funding from the State of Georgia.
Clearly transportation remains a hot issue, and there will
be calls for additional funding from several sources,
including those who believe that additional transit lines
will be key to attracting businesses like Amazon to
Georgia. Metropolitan Atlanta leaders are discussing how
best to work together in case the State does, or does not,
provide additional funding.
In a normal year, mass transit funding
would be a heavy lift. But this is both an election year and one where funds will be
requested for some of the rural development initiatives described above. To
achieve both goals, urban and rural legislators will need to work together to
address both sides of the economic development coin. In a balanced budget state,
that is often easier said than done.

What’s Left

As in years past, the religious liberty
debate may occur again. It has already
become an issue in the race to succeed
Gov. Nathan Deal. Casino gambling will be
another topic of discussion, and the question to the
General Assembly will be whether to put a constitutional
amendment authorizing local-option destination resort
gaming on the ballot this year or in 2020. And watch for a
series of bills to mirror discussions in Washington, D.C.
These will range from illegal immigration to Medicaid.
Most of all, watch for hundreds of bills to pass with
almost unanimous, bipartisan consent.
It is nearly impossible to know now which of the
agenda items that are sure to be discussed will make it
into the end zone or across home plate. At this point, we
can see the players on the field. But whether legislative
initiatives will finish more like the 1995 World Series or
the 2017 Super Bowl is anyone’s guess.
Josh Belinfante practices litigation and regulatory law at Robbins Ross
Alloy Belinfante and Littlefield in Atlanta.
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eorgia’s House of Representatives and
Senate Republican leaders met in
December to forge agendas for their top
issues. What emerged is a general focus for both
GOP-controlled chambers on opportunities for
rural Georgia, transportation, public safety, economic
development and education. While there may be tweaks
to the “campus carry” gun legislation that passed last
year over Democrat objections (changes that would allow
for more campus areas to be open to licensed firearms
carriers), it appears GOP leaders have little appetite for
time-consuming debate over religious liberty legislation.
Many GOP lawmakers are looking for ways to
ensure more reliable Internet connectivity, innovative
economic development initiatives, improved healthcare
opportunities and better infrastructure. “There are a lot
of issues in rural Georgia that have to be addressed,”
says Rep. Matt Hatchett, R-Dublin, who is the House
Majority Caucus Chairman. “We have been traveling all
over the state, listening to the needs and concerns of
residents living in rural Georgia.”
Hatchett pointed to the Georgia Chamber of
Commerce’s 2030 Study that focuses on expected growth.
The state is expected to grow by 1.2 million people by the
year 2030— with 1 million moving into metro Atlanta and
200,000 in rural Georgia. “We have to find way to attract
young people to rural Georgia,” said Hatchett. “And then
we have to find ways to keep them there.”
Senate Majority Caucus Chairman Bill Cowsert, RAthens, said this is also a priority for Georgia’s
Republican senators. “We see accessibility to high speed
internet across the state as an economic development
issue, an education issue and a healthcare issue as it
relates to telemedicine,” he says.
A group of state lawmakers are pushing sweeping
proposals designed to encourage people and businesses
to move to rural Georgia. The group voted unanimously to
support the recommendations of the Georgia House of
Representatives Rural Development Council, including
income tax breaks worth up to $6,000 a year, high-speed
internet lines in unconnected areas and better health
care access. According to these lawmakers, of Georgia’s
159 counties, 124 had less than 5 percent population
growth for five straight years.
Consider these other GOP priorities:
Tax Reform
Republicans (as well as many independents and even

more Democrats than their party cares to admit)
are appreciative of the sweeping federal tax cuts
and tax simplification passed last year by the GOPcontrolled Congress and touted by President Donald
Trump as his biggest 2017 legislative accomplishment.
In this context, Hatchett says, “many members of our
caucus are looking at introducing some type of personal
income tax reform.” (Efforts in both chambers to pass a
flatter personal state income tax failed last year.)
With tax reform in mind, the House leader also said
his colleagues want to ensure a conservative budget for
FY 2019. “The governor has stated that he wants to keep
$2.5 million in the rainy day fund for Georgia. That will
definitely be a driving force in adopting the new budget.”
T r a n s p o r tat i o n
Georgia has seen significant population and
economic growth in the last two decades, and with it the
state’s economic recovery has brought significant
transportation challenges. These challenges will be made
tougher by the predictions that, within the next 15 years,
the state’s population could grow by 4.1 million— and
over a million of these new residents will settle in metro
Atlanta. That’s why GOP leaders in both legislative
chambers believe more transportation initiatives will be
addressed in some significant fashion this session.
Specifically, Hatchett said he expects transit to take
the forefront. “As a state, we have to begin taking a
serious look at our options for moving people from North
Georgia to South Georgia.”
Although GOP Senate leaders did not list this as a
“top five priority” in their agenda, many Republican
senators agree that key transportation proposals can’t
be allowed to fall by the wayside (especially in a year
when all legislators are up for re-election). State Sen.
Brandon Beach, R-Alpharetta, is a leading voice in
identifying solutions to Georgia’s transportation
issues— especially traffic congestion in all too many
areas of metro Atlanta. And he has been outspoken on
at least one of the possibilities— transit.
“Georgia has a 10-year transportation plan, one that
includes over $11 billion for managed lanes in this state.
But with that said, we still have a lot of future
transportation needs in this state that must be addressed.
I think transit will be the next big issue of discussion.”
continued on page 20
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session concerning public safety and threats of terrorism.
“We will… focus more on making sure we are prepared
for any possible terrorist threat” and he also said ensuring
adequate pay for all enforcement officers, and looking for
ways to employ sufficient and high-quality officers across
the state, is a Senate priority.
E d u c at i o n
COWSERT

RALSTON

Adoption
According to Hatchett, “seeing a new adoption bill
passed in Georgia will definitely be a major goal of the
House. This is something both the governor and speaker
of the House are interested in. We were not able to get it
completed last year, and that was disappointing.
Georgia’s adoption bill has not been revised since
Governor Deal was a Georgia state senator. A lot of
changes are needed so we can help put Georgia children
in homes where they are wanted.”
Adoption also inevitably gets coupled with pro-life
issues and foster care regulations, which naturally lead to
policy disagreements.
“I am sure there will be a lot of talk this session about
our commitment to providing protection for the unborn
children, as well as children in foster care and those
involved in adoptions,” said Majority Leader Cowsert.
“We are committed to protecting those who cannot
protect themselves.”
L aw E n f o r c e m e n t & P u b l i c S a f e t y
Both the House and Senate Republican leaders
express interest in strengthening support for law
enforcement across the state. The Compensation of
Police and Sheriffs (COPS) Task Force was appointed last
spring by Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle to study the salaries and
compensation of Georgia’s local law enforcement officers
and jailers, and was comprised of legislative leaders,
police officers, sheriffs, city and county officials. They
recently announced 17 recommendations that are
expected to drive proposed legislation.
Many of the recommendations focused on the Peace
Officers’ Annuity and Benefit Fund (POAB) including
working to make the POAB fund more fiscally sustainable
to allow county jail officers to participate and save for
retirement. It also asks POAB to perform a study to
determine whether required monthly contributions to its
benefit fund should be increased (this would require
legislation). The report also states “the issue of decreased
revenue from fine add-ons should be addressed by
requiring all pretrial diversion programs in the state to
include add-ons that contribute directly to the POAB and
the Peace Officer. . . .”
Cowsert said Republican senators are also focusing
on issues that would further initiatives they began last
20
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With the passage of H.B. 338 (“The First Priority Act”)
last year, aimed at addressing the state’s needsimprovement schools, it is unclear what next steps
legislators will take in the education arena. However,
Senate presiding officer Cagle released a plan to build on
the state’s continued pursuit of additional opportunities
for students, and to grow a workforce that meets the
needs of Georgia’s expanding economy.
Cagle’s priorities include increased local control, no
more teaching to the test, additional college and career
academies, and student scholarship organizations. He
commits to fully funding start-up charter schools,
increasing grant funding to lower costs for new public
charter schools and focusing the resources of the State
Charter Schools Commission to promote, recruit and
support quality charter schools.
Economic Development
According to Cowsert, senators will look for ways to
reduce government regulations and rules on commerce,
thus allowing the free market system to work more
effectively. “We are proud that Georgia remains the No. 1
state to do business, and we want to keep it that way,”
he stressed. He added that continuing efforts to develop a
well-qualified, well-educated workforce in the state will
be another priority of Republican senators. However, as
this is written, there are not many specifics.
H e a lt h c are
The leaders of both houses tell James that quality
healthcare accessibility for all Georgians is another focus
for lawmakers. “We will continue efforts to address the
opioid epidemic that we are seeing in the state,” Cowsert
said. And he and other legislators are assisted in this
effort through the research, data, suggested solutions and
other information being compiled by various public and
private entities jump-started by the opioid task force that
Attorney General Chris Carr assembled last year.
And as attorney Josh Belinfante addresses in a James
column elsewhere in this issue, the always-controversial
debate regarding “Certification of Need” reform will
surface. Georgia is one of 36 states that continue to limit
entry and expansion within their respective health care
markets through CONs. Georgia’s CON program
regulates various services, devices, and procedures—
specifically, what healthcare entities can have them, and
which ones will be denied.
Cindy Morley is a staff writer for both James and InsiderAdvantage.
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ive years ago, I sold my company Lanier Parking
Holdings. Six months later, I sold my car and
haven’t spent a dollar on parking since.
When I shared that story in my keynote speech to the
2017 Parking Association of Georgia’s annual conference,
nervous laughter filled the auditorium. Parking companies
are grappling with the growing realization that people of
all walks of life are seeing the benefits of going car free.
No more filling up, changing oil, or trying to remember
where I parked. I get around town by Uber, Lyft, and mass
transit. I often bike to the gym and take MARTA to the airport. And no, I don’t live in a transit-oriented development.
My street doesn’t even have sidewalks. Still, I haven’t had
one minute of regret since giving up my wheels.
My wife and I founded Lanier Parking in 1989 with a
high confidence of success due to the fact that people
have to park. Through economic cycles and bursting bubbles, Lanier grew exponentially, enjoying 25 years of
growing revenue and earnings, amassing more than 500
properties in 50 cities, in large part because demand for
parking never waned. All the while, however, our leadership at Lanier knew that a transportation strategy centered on the single-occupant vehicle was not sustainable,
so we did what we could to promote other options.
Headed by Glenn Kurtz, Georgia Tech’s director of
parking and the former brains behind Lanier’s “anti-parking” division, Lanier brought carsharing company

Flexcar (later bought by Zipcar) to the Atlanta market by
providing the company access to more than 100,000
prime parking spaces at Lanier properties. We founded
and invested over $1 million in Atlanta Streetcar, Inc.,
which created the blueprint for the line that is in the
ground today. While some scoff at the streetcar’s low ridership, I still firmly believe the expanded system that will
connect the Peachtree Corridor with the Beltline will ultimately be a huge success.
We installed BikeSpot locations in class-A office
parking decks so tenants could bike to lunch or perform
maintenance on their own bikes. We created carpool
and vanpool solutions and purchased MARTA transit
cards in bulk, passing along the savings to our otherwise driving customers.
We didn’t know it then, but we were on the front
lines of the development of “Mobility as a Service,” in
which technology takes the hassle out of integrating all of
our transportation options and untethers us from our personal cars. Now, with my “Transit” app (there are others,
but this is my favorite), I can schedule Uber to deliver me
to the Lindbergh Center MARTA station just in time for
the next train to the airport, or to downtown, Midtown or
Buckhead, where a five-minute walk completes the trip to
a meeting. It’s a $6.95 Uber fair to the MARTA station,
then a $2.50 MARTA pass; $19 round trip total. In many
situations, I would have paid more just to park.
Going without a personal car is no longer relegated to
the extremes, meaning people of little or excessive
means. You don’t have to be transit-dependent or have a
personal driver to appreciate the benefits of ditching your
car. AAA estimates the average annual cost of car ownership to be $8,698. Ask yourself, can you get where you’re
going for less than $724 per month without a car? If you
live in a city, probably so.
The Holy Grail for most people is solving the daily
commute, which typically accounts for 80 percent of our
driving. Choosing the right combination of transportation
alternatives is a factor of time, money, and convenience.
If you live within five miles of your work, then you are a
candidate for giving up your car. If you telecommute, it’s
a slam dunk. In urban areas, the future absolutely points
toward a dramatic reduction in private car ownership—
fleets of autonomous vehicles conveying millions of people point-to-point, lines of light and heavy rail paralleling
interstate highways. But you don’t have to wait for disruptive innovations to change your behavior. For many of
us, the future is already here.
Michael Robison is CEO of Ackceptional.com.
He was the founder, chairman, and CEO of
Lanier Parking Holdings. He is the former
chairman of the Metro Atlanta Chamber of
Commerce Transit Subcommittee and
Commuter Rail Task Force, Atlanta Streetcar,
Inc., and Atlanta Convention & Visitors Bureau.
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W. TODD
GROCE
HISTORY: NOW MORE THAN EVER
WE SELECTED W. TODD GROCE, PRESIDENT AND CEO OF
THE GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY— THE INDEPENDENT,
STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL AND RESEARCH INSTITUTION
RESPONSIBLE FOR COLLECTING AND TEACHING GEORGIA
HISTORY— FOR THIS ISSUE’S “CEO SPOTLIGHT.”
BORN IN VIRGINIA AND REARED IN TENNESSEE, DR.
GROCE HOLDS THREE DEGREES IN HISTORY, INCLUDING A
PH.D. FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE. BEFORE JOINING THE GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY IN 1995, DR. GROCE
TAUGHT HISTORY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE AND
MARYVILLE COLLEGE. THE AUTHOR AND CO-EDITOR OF TWO
BOOKS ON THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES ERA, DR. GROCE
HAS PUBLISHED OVER 75 ARTICLES AND BOOK REVIEWS IN
PUBLICATIONS RANGING FROM THE JOURNAL OF SOUTHERN
HISTORY TO THE NEW YORK TIMES. WE PRESENT TO READERS
HIS COLUMN ON AMERICAN HISTORY AND THE ROLE OF THE
GEORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY IN TRANSMITTING OUR
STATE’S HISTORY TO PRESENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS.
•

•

•

The vigorous and important debate currently raging in
our country about the meaning of statues, monuments, and
other symbols has thrust history into the national consciousness. Ironically, all this discussion about the meaning of the
past comes at a time when an increasing number of educators and politicians consider history irrelevant as a subject of
academic study.
For over two decades now, the advocates of STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) have waged a
successful campaign to funnel millions of dollars into educational programs designed to mold budding scientists and
engineers. Meanwhile history, English, music, and art teachers are scrambling to cover shrinking budgets and fighting
hard to justify their existence.
While no one disputes that math, science, and technology are crucial to the future, an understanding of history and
the humanities is equally important. That is why the Georgia
Historical Society is committed to teaching the story of our
state and nation.
The way we perceive the world is through the lens of

history. Each of us has some understanding, no matter how
imperfect, of what we think happened in the past. That
understanding directly influences how we see the present
and thus shapes the kind of future we will build. So it
behooves us to gain a deeper knowledge of how we got to
this point if we expect to create a better future.
That means coming to terms with both our successes
and our failures. We know in our personal lives that we learn
and grow more from our mistakes. In the same way, we can
never be better as a nation if all we do is celebrate our victories. Confronting in an honest and open way those times
when we have made mistakes, when we have not lived up to
our ideals, is a necessary step to being the best we can be
and continuing to be the leader of the free world. Creating a
more perfect Union is an ongoing effort, as it has been since
the founding of the Republic.
Another reason why it is important to study history is
because it gives us our identity and binds us together as
Americans. If you have ever seen the test that a person must
pass in order to become an American citizen, you will have
noticed that nearly three-fourths of the questions are about
American history. Why? Because the essence of what it
means to be an American is contained in the story of our
nation. When a person becomes an American citizen, the
book we hand them as the guide to citizenship is one that
tells our unique history.
Americans are a diverse people, and we always have
been. We do not share a common religion, or a common race,
or a common ethnic background. What we share is a belief in
certain ideals about liberty, in the value of the individual, in
economic as well as political freedom, and in the opportunity
to become all you can be— to rise above whatever condition

you were born into. By hard work, discipline, education and a
fair start, Americans have always believed we can and should
achieve our potential.
Abraham Lincoln described this concept as “the promise
of the Declaration of Independence.” Our nation, he reminded
us, was conceived in liberty and dedicated to a proposition
that all men are created equal.
In many ways, the story of America has been a tale of
how we have continually expanded the promise of the
Declaration of Independence to more and more people. From
a colonial system designed to ensure and protect the privilege and power of the landed gentry, we have broadened our
definition of citizenship and continually expanded civil rights
and economic opportunity to all people. It hasn’t been easy
and we haven’t always moved in a straight line. But ultimately we have moved forward, creating the freest, wealthiest,
and most prosperous nation on earth.
Understanding the blessings of our freedom can only be
appreciated by understanding the story of our nation.
Regardless of whether our ancestors arrived as the first English
colonies were founded in the 17th century or we just gained
our citizenship this year, the story of America belongs to each
of us. It is our inheritance. It is bond we share. It is how we
identify as Americans.
At the Georgia Historical Society (GHS) we are playing a
crucial role in transmitting that identity to this and future
generations. Founded in Savannah in 1839, GHS is the oldest
continuously operating historical society in the South and
one of the oldest in the nation. As a nationally recognized
research and educational institution, GHS serves as the
bridge between the academic community and the general
public, making history accessible to tens of thousands of
Americans each year.
Through our Research Center, home to the oldest collection of Georgia history in the nation; our publications, like the
award-winning Georgia Historical Quarterly, the journal of
record for our state’s history; the Georgia Historical Marker
Program, which guides visitors, students, and the public to the
sites where our state’s history happened; and the Georgia
History Festival, our signature K-12 education program that
teaches history to approximately 250,000 students each year,
we are encouraging Georgians to gain a deeper understanding
of our shared past in order to help them create a better future.
In just eight years, the United States will commemorate
its 250th anniversary. It will be a time of grand celebrations,
but I suspect there will be a lot of soul searching, too.
Given the dramatic demographic, economic, and social
changes we are currently experiencing, the central question
of our 250th anniversary will no doubt be twofold: “Who is an
American?” and “What do we still stand for?”
The Georgia Historical Society and organizations like
ours around the country are uniquely positioned to help our
nation find the answers. Through our educational programs
we can offer the perfect venue for people of good will to discuss and explore difficult issues within the context of history,
and to find new meaning and inspiration in the past.
In so doing, we can help our country move confidently into
the future with a renewed understanding of, and commitment
to, the lofty and timeless ideals that unite us as Americans.
•

•

•

by B a k e r ow e n s
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s the legislature convenes to finish the
154th General Assembly, Georgia Democrats
find themselves in an interesting position. Nationally,
Democrats are enthused. Alabama just elected a
Democrat to United States Senate. Virginia stayed “blue”
and elected a Democrat governor for the second consecutive
term. For a few different reasons, Republican enthusiasm
could be down in 2018.
Yet despite the potential enthusiasm gap nationally,
Democrats remain out of power in the White House and in
Congress. Democrats in Georgia hold no statewide constitutional offices and are the minority in both legislative chambers. But consider that they had a good showing in
November special elections by picking up three traditionally
GOP state legislative seats. They have the most legislative
seats since 2010 and are fielding two experienced candidates for governor. As Senate Minority Leader Steve
Henson, D-Stone Mountain says, “we’re all for Stacey!” He’s
referring to Democrat gubernatorial primary candidates
Stacey Abrams and Stacey Evans.

L e g i s l at i v e O u t l o o k
The new House Minority Leader, Rep. Bob Trammell, DLuthersville, and Henson sat down with this writer to discuss
the Democratic caucus’ plans for the session and their outlook
for 2018. They are mainly going to focus on health care and
education— longtime Democratic bread and butter issues.
The statistics show this is potentially fertile ground for discussion. In 2017 U.S. News, with data provided by McKinsey and
Company, ranked Georgia 38th overall for health care. The
state’s rankings in education were slightly better at 37th.
They say improving the rankings in these categories
would be good not only for Georgians but also make Georgia
far more attractive for companies or people who may be looking to move to a warmer or business-friendlier Southern state.

H e a lt h c are
The major item on the Democrats’ health care agenda will
be for expanding Medicaid. Georgia is just one of 18 states
that have not expanded Medicaid following the passage of
the Affordable Care Act. Georgia has one of the nation’s
largest uninsured populations and some 600,000 residents
could be covered if it opted in to the Medicaid expansion.
Democrats see health care as a “right” for all Americans.
As Henson put it, “it’s baked into the founding documents.”
Trammell pointed out the impact of the expansion, or lack
thereof, may be having on rural hospitals which are struggling in Georgia. “A hospital in a non-expansion state is

twice as likely to close as one in an expansion
state.” Henson noted this is one of those issues
where the working poor are the most impacted. The
non-working poor are already on Medicaid but those that
are just above that line are not able to afford or have access
to health care coverage.
Henson and Trammell both said they hear privately from
some Republicans who are in favor of expansion but cannot
say so publicly for fear of political backlash. Henson contended that some politicians try and get around the
Medicaid expansion argument altogether. Politically, they
know “Medicaid expansion” is a dead end but “waivers”
carries no such stigma and they use this to expand coverage but Democrats contend it does not go far enough.
The common retort from Republicans wary of expansion
is what happens when the federal funding begins to draw
down and the costs go up for the state? Trammel said you
never hear the GOP use that argument on any other issue.
Henson pointed out that Georgia’s budget is actually somewhere in the neighborhood of $50 billion but half of that is
covered by the federal government— a fact that is largely
ignored or at least unmentioned by Republicans at the
Capitol. Georgia is already paying the federal dollars that 32
other states are using for their expansion. Their position is
that even after the federal money is drawn down, a 90-10
match is still a pretty good deal.

E d u c at i o n
Regarding education, the aim largely remains the same
one Democrats have been talking about for a long time—
fighting to reduce classroom size, pay teachers and restore
costs that have been cut over the years since the Great
Recession. SB 30— the Community Schools Bill— looks to
holistically change the way schools are reformed. One of the
complaints from Democrats about the way the current
Republican administration has been trying to reform schools
is that it is too much of a top-down approach.
Flipping the normal partisan narrative on its head a bit,
Democrats point to things like the Department of Education’s
Chief Turnaround Officer and say that you may be able to
change the administrator but it will not help if you do not fix
the underlying problems. They are concerned that the state is
taking control away from local school districts and not giving
resources to schools. They hope the Turnaround Officer will
be soliciting feedback from teachers as he looks to improve
those schools. Trammell further said one thing consistently
heard from teachers in poor-performing schools is how many
continued on page 28
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students come to the classroom hungry. He says when a student has not eaten, learning is not the priority and studies
have shown educational performance is significantly inhibited. So he says expanding the meals program or broadening
those eligible could go a long way in improving performance.

Gun Restrictions
Democrats expect to take another run at gun-related
legislation. Sen. Mary Margaret Oliver, D-Decatur, has proposed some version of gun control legislation for several
years and 2018 is no different. Perhaps the shooting tragedy
in Las Vegas may change the discussion somewhat. Her bill
includes a ban on bump stocks and a separate bill would
prohibit the sale of assault weapons, large-capacity magazines and armor-piercing ammunition. Henson would also
like to see training included as a requirement for Georgia
carry permits. He pointed out that 45 other states have minimum training for carry permits. However, as Oliver herself
said at a December forum, none of those have much chance
at passage in a Republican state during an election year.
One rare item relating to firearms that may get a bipartisan look involves mental health. The common denominator
in most mass shootings is a mental health issue. Both
Democrats and Republicans are generally agreed on this
point but how to keep dangerous weapons out of mentally ill
hands is where the disagreement comes. However, there is
a chance they may be able to come together on getting
treatment for those dealing with mental health issues.

Religious Freedom
Democrats are wary of any push by the Republican
majority for “religious freedom restoration act” legislation.
As Henson noted, all four Republicans running for governor
have signed a pledge to support a RFRA bill— as opposed to
Gov. Nathan Deal, who vetoed the legislation in 2016 and
has remained critical of bringing it back. Many in the business community oppose RFRA versions and Democrats say
Republicans are irresponsible and risking the economic
health of Georgia by continuing to push its advancement.
Trammel pointed to Georgia’s annual ranking as the
“No. 1 state in which to do business,” touted frequently by
Deal, and how a RFRA passage could destroy that brand. On
this issue, Democrats may have a powerful ally in House
Speaker David Ralston R-Blue Ridge, who said in December
that he wants to move forward and doesn’t see a need to
spend much time on it.

two Democrats came out as the leading runoff vote-getters. Liberal Democrat Jen Jordan ultimately replaced the
conservative Hill.
McKoon’s bill requires primaries for special elections to
ensure “fair representation.” Henson has questioned the
motives behind the measure, citing previous elections
reform and particularly the redrawing of district lines which
made that particular Senate district more conservative.
McKoon’s bill would also require all polls to close at 7:00
p.m. (Atlanta keeps them open until 8pm.) Henson wondered what happened to the idea of local control that
Republicans normally favor.
The minority leader said that although Democrats garner roughly 45 percent of the vote statewide, they only have
33 percent of representation in the state legislature. With
that in mind, “nonpartisan redistricting” will be on the agenda. They will also be pushing for a constitutional amendment for judicial review of reapportionment. Any changes
Democrats would like to see in this area need to be on the
table now in order to create any momentum by 2020— the
next big reapportionment period.
The integrity of voting machines is also a concern.
Democrats are proposing a bill that would update machines
and require a paper trail should any irregularities arise later.
There could be some bipartisan cooperation on this one.
Rep. Scot Turner, R-Holly Springs, proposed legislation last
year that would have done something similar.

B i pa rt i sa n s h i p ?
There are a few other items that Democrats would like to
see moved forward, some of which they may be able to get
some help from Republican colleagues. Speaker Ralston has
been vocal about his openness to new measures on transit in
Georgia and championed the efforts of the House Commission
on Transit Funding and Governance he helped steer to creation in 2017. The commission has discussed a number of different options for Georgia’s transit future that could be on the
table for the legislature in 2018. Democrats will be pushing for
at least a permanent funding source for transit.
They will also be looking to find ways to stop the “Day
40 madness” that seems to be a regular occurrence at the
Capitol these past few years. Bills that have simmered
beneath the surface or have long appeared dead sometimes
roar back into life just before midnight on Day 40 (or in some
cases, after midnight— which some say is actually the
legally prohibited Day 41). Some of these involve tax credits
or other business favors and Democrats would like to see
these probed for their effectiveness.

E l ect i o n R u l e s & V ot i n g
Secretary of State candidate and Sen. Josh McKoon,
R-Columbus, proposes legislation that would alter the
rules for special elections. The legislation was prompted
by the November Senate runoff vote to replace Hunter Hill
who resigned to run for governor. In that east Cobb
County/SandySprings district five Republican candidates
ultimately ended up splitting the vote. Those combined
GOP candidate votes totaled a majority in the district, yet

Y o u C a n ’ t W i n I f Y o u D o n ’ t P l ay
The results of November’s elections reiterated one crucial lesson for Democrats going forward— fielding a viable
candidate is important. Trammell pointed out that 83 percent of races in 2016 went uncontested. Getting a Democrat
in far more races will be a priority for 2018— and
Republicans may have to watch their backs.
Baker Owens is a staff writer for James and InsiderAdvantage Georgia.
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here is a lot happening in education that will
play out regarding the upcoming 2018
statewide elections. In November 2018 all of
Georgia’s executive officers, as well as the
entire House and Senate, are up for election or re-election
as Gov. Nathan Deal is term-limited. There are currently
no fewer than eight candidates running for the seat,
including the current lieutenant governor, one state senator, one former state senator, the current secretary of
state and two former state legislators.
There are two factors that portend a relatively short
and uncontroversial legislative session. First, elected officials rarely engage in divisive issues during an election
year. Second, in Georgia, members of the General
Assembly or other statewide elected officials are prohibited from receiving any campaign contributions during the
legislative session. However, any candidate running for
office who does not currently hold an elected office may
fundraise at any time. Therefore, elected officials generally do not want to cast any votes that would be considered
risky, but do want to get out to their constituents, campaign and raise money.
However, that does not mean there will be no legislative happenings in 2018. There could be legislation that
builds off the passage of the First Priority Act in 2017.
That created a Chief Turnaround Officer (CTO) with the
duties of managing and overseeing a system of supports
and assistance to the lowest-performing schools in the
state, identified as being in the greatest need of assistance. To further support this work, there could be continued interest in legislation that addresses wrap-around
services and other supports for struggling schools.
Also during the 2017 session, the House Rural
Development Council was established to better understand the challenges faced by rural Georgia. In December

the Council approved a report proposing a slate of
changes meant to spark job growth and reverse population declines in the state’s beleaguered counties. The
Council’s work is expected to lead to as many as five
major bills during the 2018 session that are focused on
workforce development, broadband deployment, economic development, education, and health care. Specifically,
in education, the report recommended:
➤

Additional grant funding for rural, lowest
socio-economic counties for “Birth to 5” literacy education and training.

➤

Competitive grants for rural schools working with the CTO to implement character
education.

➤

Increase coordinators for Career, Technical,
and Agricultural Education (CTAE) and
work-based learning.

➤

Transfer CTAE from the Georgia Department
of Education to the Technical College System
of Georgia.

➤

Request the Board of Regents conduct a market analysis of masters and professional level
degree programs needed in South Georgia.

Regardless of the election year, there are a few
other education issues that the General Assembly
should consider. The Georgia Partnership for Excellence
in Education researched the policies that high performing states, countries, and school systems share and created a framework to ensure that those same policies
that enable and accelerate strong public education are
continued on page 32
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in place in Georgia. This framework, called EdQuest
Georgia, includes core policy areas that, when integrated together, can drive education improvements.
For each of the core policy areas of EdQuest Georgia,
opportunities are identified to protect critical work already
being done and to change or implement policies that need
improvement to put the state on the path to having a topperforming education system. These opportunities are the
action steps that should be taken to improve or sustain
success in each core area of education policy in Georgia.
A few opportunities identified by EdQuest include:
➤

Fully fund the demand for the child care
assistance program (CAPS) so all eligible
children can have access to high-quality
early learning.

➤

A statewide needs-based funding program
must be made available to ensure successful
post-secondary education completion for all
students.

➤

Conduct a cost-assessment of K-12 education
to ensure future funding reforms are based
on real world costs that can then be tied to
student outcomes.

Only by addressing these larger issues— many of
which are controversial and sometimes resulting in perceived “winners” and “losers”— will Georgia move forward in public education. However, 2018 may not be the
year for many of these. With new leadership on the horizon, it will be interesting to see which of these issues—
rural education, struggling schools, early learning, postsecondary access, or some other topic— rise to the top in
2018 and which get deferred.
Dr. Dana Rickman is the Policy and Research Director for the Georgia
Partnership for Excellence in Education.
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High-growth focused companies, or
emerging companies, have become increasingly prevalent and are reshaping financial markets
and economic sectors and venture capital is one of the
principal means that these companies obtain financing. Venture capital is basically money given in
exchange for equity or convertible debt
in a high-growth company.
Because emerging companies are typically
unproven, venture
capitalists demand
high potential returns to
justify their investment.
Let’s remember that deployment of
any capital, especially venture capital given its high
potential returns, drives economic growth. Most notably, it
is through emerging companies that venture capital creates jobs; it recruits and retains top talent sold on a singular vision; it invites large acquisitions and initial public
offerings; and it innovates and revolutionizes markets.
The bottom line: Venture capital is economically good.
However, a profound geographic disproportionality
exists as to deployment of venture capital in the United
States. Around 75 percent of all venture capital goes to
three states— California, New York and Massachusetts.
The remaining 47 states, including Georgia, must fend for
a measly 25 percentage of the venture market. The clear
economic benefit of venture capital and emerging companies has escalated this battle.
Georgia’s emerging company market, located almost
exclusively in Atlanta, has grown. Sites such as Atlanta
Tech Village, ATDC, TechSquare Labs, Startup Atlanta
and other Atlanta accelerators and incubators have contributed to this growth. Although venture capital and
emerging company deal flow has gradually increased in
Atlanta, it has not increased at a rate proportionate to the
overall growth in the U.S.
Both the state of Georgia and the city of Atlanta have
taken efforts to change this reality. In 2013 the General
Assembly passed legislation to create Invest Georgia, a
project furthered by Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle and aimed at
investing in Georgia’s emerging companies. Invest
Georgia received an initial $10 million installment from
the General Assembly in 2015 and has received a second

$10 million installment in 2016. The state also
instituted a study committee designated with increasing venture capital in Georgia, in part by examining the
successes in tech industry leaders like California, New
York and Massachusetts.
In January 2017 the city of Atlanta, Georgia Tech and
ten of Atlanta’s leading corporations
announced the launch of a project called “Engage.” This is an
accelerator focused on mentoring and financially supporting promising emerging
companies. The ten corporations— some of which including Delta
Air Lines, AT&T, Chick-fil-A, and Home Depot—
continued on page 34

committed $15 million to financially back the companies
selected to participate in the accelerator.
These efforts demonstrate that the state of Georgia,
the city of Atlanta and some of the largest Atlanta corporations are committed to growing the Atlanta venture
market, which has clear economic benefits. But there’s
more can be done:
Capital Follows Returns
Which Follow Talent
While Atlanta has had emerging company
successes, they are not close to the successes—
either through acquisition or IPO—that the larger
ventures markets have had. Recruiting and
retaining top companies and top entrepreneurs is
critical to maximizing these successes. Money
certainly can help. But, like fuel, money alone is
insufficient. All companies must have an effective
engineer to successful drive the train. Talent
drives returns which allures capital.
Georgia and Atlanta must not only
focus on alluring capital; they must
also focus on alluring and retaining
top talent.
Education Fosters
Innovation
Education, and the culture that it
creates, are arguably the most
important elements of innovation.

Education engenders vital knowledge, critical thinking
skills and energies that are necessary to think outside
of the box. Indeed, the largest technology centers in
the country are centered in academic hubs like
Boston, New York City and San Francisco. Georgia
Tech has certainly done its job and must continue to
lead in Atlanta. But other Georgia universities— like
the University of Georgia, Emory and Georgia
State— should jump on the train.

Be a Big Fish in a Little Pond,
Not a Little Fish in a Big Pond
The Atlanta emerging companies that “hit”
should stay in the city that built them, not go to
the next big thing. Atlanta has seen many
emerging companies leave to Silicon Valley or
NYC immediately upon funding. Some went on to
be successful, but many have been swallowed in
markets that are fixated on returns that the
companies simply cannot delivery (at least
at the beginning).
While I encourage everyone to
shoot for the stars, be calculated.
Sometimes starting in and dominating
a smaller market is a superior long-term
strategy than being dwarfed in a larger
Jake Evans is a business litigation
market. Such a strategy can be best for
and emerging companies’ attorney at
you and Georgia.
Thompson Hine LLP in Atlanta.
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his is an article about books. Political books. Some of
the best political books I’ve read in a lifetime of much
reading. But, let’s start over. Let me set the stage.
It’s June, 1963: June 11 to be exact. Four
boys— Bobby, Do-Tricks, Jerry and I— leave Perry,
Georgia, heading to Fort Worth, Texas, for work at Texas
Steel Company. We are in my little Corvair— a 1961 model,
I think. It’s turquoise and white and we have a full luggage
rack on the top and homemade signs “Texas or Bust!” taped
on both sides.
We drive across the Edmund Pettus Bridge and make our
first stop in Selma, Alabama. We eat lunch at a drugstore
counter. It’s the day Gov. George Wallace “stands in the
schoolhouse door” in Tuscaloosa. Look it up. Then we travel
on to Meridian, Mississippi, and spend the night— the same
night that Byron De La Beckwith shoots and kills civil rights
leader Medgar Evers in Jackson. Look it up.
The South, our South, is on fire. The next morning we
drive through downtown Jackson (no interstate highways).
There are demonstrations. We are afraid. The South is on fire.
Within less than a week, we are working at Texas Steel.
It’s hot, loud and scary. We stick it out. Jerry Wilson’s brother
is the vice president of Texas Steel. Management. But we are
labor and we bond with the tough, hard-working, decent
steel workers. We are steel workers. We didn’t know, but now
we do. We can cut it.
We live in a hot, very hot, garage apartment right off the
TCU campus. Lee Harvey Oswald also lived near the TCU
Campus at the same time we were there. Did we see him?
Maybe. Maybe, not. He kills our president in November after
we leave Fort Worth in August. An old lady locks herself out
of her apartment, more than once. We climb through her window and let her in. One day she brings us a cake and says:
“You boys don’t know who I am, do you?” Our response: “No
ma’am, we don’t.” Her reply: “I’m Ben Hogan’s mother.”
And so it goes. In my mind, I can hear that single window unit air conditioner clanging and banging as it puts out
lots of noise but very little cool air. But it was better than
nothing as we found out when we turned it off and put in a
window fan. It was hot, but not as hot as it was at Texas
Steel— non-air-conditioned Texas Steel where at one place in
the plant the temperature was 140 degrees. The men that
worked there worked 30 minutes on, and 30 minutes off,
eight hours a day. It really was hot.
Now, to the book and the books. Where I got it, I do not
remember. But in my hot bed at night, with the sheets wet
from my perspiration, I read the best political book I have

ever read. Now I’m reading it again, 54 years since reading it
in the summer of 1963. All the King’s Men by Robert Penn
Warren is a portrayal of the dramatic political rise and governorship of Willie Stark, a cynical populist in 1930s Louisiana.
It’s lots of reading, but I have lots of time. I am enthralled
with this Pulitzer Prize effort which has been rated the 36th
greatest novel of the 20th century by Modern Library and
was chosen as one of Time Magazine’s 100 best novels since
1923. It’s tedious with lots of words. It’s wonderful. My interest in politics is fed by this engrossing and influencing book.
And so, our venture and adventure ends. We leave Texas
Steel, bidding goodbye to our steel worker friends. Some
have tears in their eyes. All four of us do.
Steel work is over but my reading of political books is
not. I hope. Let me tell you about a few. Here goes.
Grass Roots by Stuart Woods. It’s about a Georgia Senate
continued on page 36

race and was either made into a television movie or mini-series.
First Among Equals by Jeffrey Archer. I read it in 1993.
Pete Robinson, an attorney and former state senator, recommended the book. You’ll learn much about the British parliamentary system if you read it.
Zell The Governor Who Gave Georgia Hope by Richard
Hyatt. This is an excellent book about an excellent politician.
It’s about the most important piece of legislation that was
passed in my 32-year State House tenure: The HOPE
Scholarship.
Who Runs Georgia by Calvin Kytle and James A.
Mackey. It was written in 1948. I tell people when they ask
me what they should read to understand Georgia politics,
and I say “read this.” What you’ll learn is that it’s mostly
the same crowds running Georgia politics today that ran it
in 1948!
Fat Man in a Middle Seat by Jack W. Germond. This is a
book about Germond’s 40 years of covering politics and it
was given to me by Tom Boller and Rusty Sewell. It was written by a professional political “‘watcher.” It’s worth your time
if you like politics.
Mr. Speaker-The Biography of Tom Murphy by Richard
Hyatt. It’s a fascinating story about the late House speaker
and a great history of Georgia and the Georgia Legislature
while he was helping to run things.
Mean Business by Matt Towery & Pierre Howard. This is
a “how to” book on running a campaign and it contains
many nuggets of truth. It was obviously written by two peo-

ple who knew of what they wrote.
The Running Mate by Joe Klein. A very good political
book that all of you present-day candidates should read.
John Adams by David McCullough, The Last of the
Southern Girls by Willie Morris, The Three Governor
Controversy by Charles Bullock, The Speechwriter by Barton
Swain, and so many books about Churchill, Jefferson, the
Roosevelts, and others. But I must stop with one other mention. It’s the four-book series on Lyndon Johnson by Robert
Caro: The Path to Power, Means of Ascent, Master of the
Senate, and The Passage of Power. There are 2,000-plus
pages and many political nuggets on every page. I loved these
“Johnson books” and you will, too, if you read them. Note:
There should be a fifth book by Caro in 2018.
What am I reading now? All the Kings Men by Robert
Penn Warren, again. It’s better than the first time, if that’s
possible.
I wrote that four “boys” left Perry for Texas on June 11,
1963. Well, four “men” returned to Perry in August of that
same year. Now all of them are gone, all but me. I miss them
so very much. But it’s like what the title for Warren’s book
was drawn from: “Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, Humpty
Dumpty had a great fall, All the King’s horses, and All the
King’s men, couldn’t put Humpty together again.”
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Larry Walker is a practicing attorney in Perry. He served 32 years
in the Georgia General Assembly and served on the University
System Board of Regents.
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state Sen. John Albers, R-Roswell, has his
way you will be seeing more sunrises and
sunsets in the Georgia General Assembly
beginning this session. No, Albers isn’t proposing Outward Bound excursions for his colleagues. The Senate deputy majority whip is a
businessman and he wants to see the state’s
process for doling out tax exemptions run like a business.
Albers was appointed chair of the Senate Special Tax
Exemption Study Committee by Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle to
examine the cost and benefits of all state exemptions and
to see if the dollars meted out to individuals and corporations are doing what it was claimed they would do.
After a series of meetings this past summer, Albers
says the committee consensus is that those who propose
future tax credit measures should come forward with a
business plan justifying the exemption and showing the
potential for a Return on Investment (ROI) that benefits
the state— and is not just a sop to some legislator’s special interest friends. In the business world, that’s called
the sunrise.
“At this point,” Albers says, “we get a fiscal note
telling us what the impact will be on state revenue.
That doesn’t tell us much. We need measurement tools
such as what kind of return we can expect from a specific tax exemption.”
After a certain period of time— five years, most likely— the exemption would then be reviewed to see if in
fact it has done what its promoters had promised and a
decision made as to whether or not the program should
be continued. That’s the sunset provision.
To date the decision to grant tax breaks has been, to
put it kindly, imprecise. Many proposals come in the last
frantic days of the session and have been pushed by
lobbyists for specific industries or special interest
groups — all with the promise that granting such
breaks will bring new industries to Georgia or keep
existing ones here, create jobs, improve our schools
and/or boost Georgia’s rural areas.
No one seems to know just how many hundreds of
millions of tax dollars have been siphoned from the state
treasury over the years and earmarked for individuals or
organizations as tax exemptions. The Atlanta newspaper
reported recently that the Georgia Budget and Public
Policy Institute estimates that the dozen tax breaks
granted in the last General Assembly session alone will

cost the state almost a half-billion dollars over the next
five years. Yet no one can say precisely what kind of benefit we are getting as a result of the exemptions.
One notable exception that Albers and others are
quick to cite is the burgeoning film industry. Georgia is
currently behind only California and New York in film
production. According to the Georgia Department of
Economic Development, some 245 feature film and television productions were shot in the state in 2016. The
entertainment industry spent more than $2 billion in
the last fiscal year in the state as well as employing
some 26,000 people. The state gave an average of more
than $200 million a year in film tax credits from 2014 to
2016, according to Georgia Department of Revenue figures. A Georgia State University study estimates that
continued on page 40

We need measurement
tools such as what kind
of return we can expect
from a specific tax
exemption.
SEN. JOHN ALBERS

number will rise to $376 million. “This is one case of
getting a measurable return on our investment,” Albers
says, “and a positive one.”
Other tax credits are eyebrow raisers. Consider the
measure giving some owners of big boats and yachts a
tax break if they agree to get their boats retrofitted or
repaired in Georgia. Its sponsors say it will spur the boat
repair business in Savannah and will create “hundreds of
jobs.” But who knows?
One of the concerns that Albers and the committee
have discussed is the need for more transparency in letting all Georgians know that tax exemptions are making

a positive difference for our state and not just taking
someone’s word for it.
How does Albers rate the chances of getting something done this session to change what has been a longstanding tradition? “I am very positive,” he says. “It has
bipartisan support.” And how about the lobbyists? “They,
too, have been very supportive,” the senator says. “They
know that getting a predictable structure in place will
enable them to bring us good proposals for their clients
that will be seriously considered,”
The Republican lawmaker expects the Special Tax
Exemption Study Committee’s findings and recommendations will be addressed this session. “Some of the
changes we can handle with legislation and others by
Senate rule,” he says. But skeptics doubt the process will
go as smoothly as Albers predicts. Old habits die hard
they say, particularly in an election year.
Albers and his colleagues are committed to seeing
that future tax exemption proposals in the Legislature are
handled in a more businesslike fashion and that includes
sunrises and sunsets.
Now if they can just do something
about the ice storms.
Dick Yarbrough is a retired Atlanta business
executive and syndicated writer. He was named
by PR World as one of the 100 most influential
public relations executives of the 20th century.
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hen President Donald J. Trump was
elected, he outlined his top goals: confirming a conservative justice to the Supreme
Court, rolling back onerous regulations, fixing our
health care system and changing our archaic tax code.
We have begun to do that, and we are already seeing the economy start to move. Trump’s agenda is
starting to work and 2017 has been a year of significant
accomplishments.
So far, nearly 2 million new jobs have been created.
Eight-hundred sixty rules and regulations have been
eliminated. Five-hundred bureaucrats have been fired at
the VA for poor performance. Illegal border crossings are
down by 60 percent.
Consumer confidence is at a 17-year high. CEO confidence is at a 20-year high. We have had two straight
quarters of 3 percent GDP growth. More NATO countries
are beginning to invest in defense. For the first time in
eight years, we have reinvested in our military.
In addition to Justice Neil Gorsuch being confirmed
to the United States Supreme Court, 145 federal judges
will be confirmed, including twelve circuit judges, compared to only three in former President Obama’s first year.
Look, I come from the business world where results
matter. These results are fantastic for any President’s first
year. President Trump is an outsider and business guy
who is listening to the American people. He is continuing
to move at a business pace, not a bureaucratic pace, and
as a result our economy is on the cusp of a turnaround.
In December, we made history by changing our
archaic tax code for the first time in 31 years. These
changes are critical to our long-term economic future.
While this tax plan is not perfect, it will help Georgians
and create a level playing field so we can compete with
the rest of the world.
For example, a family of four earning the median
income of $73,000 will see their tax bill reduced by 60
percent. A single mom earning $41,000 is going to pay 75
percent less. The standard deduction is doubled. The
child care credit is also doubled. In fact, up to 6 million
Americans will be removed from the federal income tax
rolls altogether.
The biggest impact will come from a dramatically
lower corporate rate that will allow American businesses
to compete globally. Ending the repatriation tax will free
up more than $2.6 trillion in American profits locked overseas to be reinvested into our economy.

Overall, it is estimated that these tax
changes will create nearly 1 million new jobs and
increase wages anywhere from $4,000-9,000.
Ultimately, these efforts will generate muchneeded economic growth that is a crucial part of solving
our national debt crisis, which is still my number one
objective in the United States Senate.
Last year we made some real progress. We are finally
starting to get back to our Founding Principles of economic opportunity, fiscal responsibility, limited government, and individual liberty. However, the hard work is
just getting started.
In 2018, we must keep up the momentum. We have to
continue going after onerous rules and regulations. We
started by rolling back the EPA’s Waters of the U.S. rule,
stopping the Clean Power Plan, and undoing some of the
damage done by Dodd-Frank.
We have to continue working to fix our health care
system. Here in Georgia, 91 percent of counties only have
one choice in providers and 300,000 Georgians still cannot get insurance. We were able to eliminate the individual mandate, which fined 8 million Americans $2 billion
in 2014. We still have to save Social Security and
Medicare for future generations, and get at the drivers of
spiraling health care costs.
We also have to fix our broken immigration system. I
have been working on The RAISE Act, which would stop
chain migration, end the outdated green card visa lottery,
and move us to a merit-based immigration system.
Ultimately, we must scrap Washington’s failed budget
process and put in place a politically neutral platform that
works to fund the federal government on time, support our
military, and pay for important infrastructure investments.
It is hard to believe that just one year ago, we were
getting ready for President Trump’s inauguration. It is
even harder to believe that I am halfway through my first
term in the United States Senate.
Georgians sent me to the United States Senate for the
same reason they sent President Trump to the White
House: to get results. I am proud of what we have accomplished in 2017, and in 2018 I am committed to doing all I
can to continue changing the direction of our country.
U.S. Sen. David Perdue, R-Ga., serves on the Budget, Agriculture
and Foreign Relations Committees.
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subpoena from the U.S. Attorney’s office delivered to Atlanta’s law department in February
of last year was the first indication of a widening investigation into pay-to-play bribery for
numerous city contracts. The 11-point
demand by the feds required the city to turn
over conflict-of-interest disclosures by fired
procurement officer Adam Smith, as well as all documents he controlled relating to contracts of $1 million or
more since Jan. 1, 2014.
The probe further expanded after U.S. Attorney B.J
Pak assumed office last fall, and has turned toward airport
contracting. Smith, now in jail for taking bribes, was
close to then-Mayor Kasim Reed who exercised control
over the city department responsible for airport contracting. While there is no indication of Reed involvement,
remember that Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson International
Airport— the world’s busiest air terminus— ranks as perhaps the worst in the United States as evidenced by a
long history of shady and illegal airport vendor practices.
Consider that a November 2004 Insider Advantage poll
revealed that, by a 2-to-1 margin, Atlantans who had an
opinion about business practices at the Atlanta’s airport
said that the city was unfair or corrupt when awarding
contracts to its vendors. Soliciting opinions of 300 residents in the metro area during the first mayoral term of
Shirley Franklin, the poll found two-thirds of the adults in
metro Atlanta viewed the methods “for awarding contracts
and vendor rights” as “politically motivated and corrupt.”
When asked about that poll, former Georgia Attorney
General Mike Bowers— who once assisted in filing an illegal bid-rigging lawsuit over airport contracting— commented that “this poll just shows what most people already
know, that the airport administration is corrupt as hell.”
Fast forward to April 2011. That’s when the city
agreed to a $3.9 million settlement with Atlanta businessman Billy Corey and his company Corey Airport Services.
Reed, who earlier vowed to appeal a federal jury’s award
of a whopping $17.5 million in damages to Corey, caved.
He said in the April 29, 2011 Atlanta Journal-Constitution
that the settlement “was the right thing to do.” The city
admitted no liability or wrongdoing in denying an airport
advertising contract bid to Corey. Yet what a contrast to
the 2010 federal court ruling which declared that the city
had participated in “an evil” conspiracy against Corey
with the winning bidder Clear Channel Outdoor
Advertising Inc. and its minority partner Barbara Fouch.
It is interesting that a big factor involving airport corruption— whether in Atlanta, or Philadelphia, Dallas,

Chicago or other big
cities— is that it often
centers around the federal Disadvantaged
Business Enterprise
(DBE) program. State
and federal entities
including airports that
U.S. ATTORNEY
receive U.S. Department B.J. PAK
of Transportation assistance must participate in a DBE program whereby a certain “goal” (critics call it a “quota”) of minority businesses
must participate in the bidding and project work. So companies desiring to do business at airports are forced to
partner (or contract) with minority or female firms that all
too often bring nothing to the table but political or money
influence. For some reason, city-run airports are almost
always more susceptible to this influence.
So what lies ahead for Atlanta, especially with Reed
being succeeded as mayor by Keisha Lance-Bottoms? The
news media, watchdog groups, taxpayers and even
Georgia’s legislature will certainly be watching to see how
this city hall bribery scandal unfolds. After all, two construction contractors have already pleaded guilty to
bribery/conspiracy charges and Pak said publicly in late
December that his office is following new leads from “several conspirators” including the two jailed contractors.
Here’s the big question: Will the new mayor and City
Council continue business as usual or agree to contracting fairness, transparency and reform with, say, establishment of an airport board or authority to help buffer the
influence of politics and money?
Then-U.S. Congressman (now Georgia’s senior U.S.
senator) Johnny Isakson proposed such a state-run airport
authority back in 2001 to take it out of the hands of
Atlanta city hall. It seems a good time to revisit that proposal, especially since Atlanta is about the last major city
in the country without one.
George Berry, the airport’s general manager from 1978
to 1983, once exclaimed: “When you have a tremendous
amount of money to spend, corruption will take place. It’s
just a question of when, how deep and how serious.”
U.S. Attorney Pak will provide answers to that question.
Phil Kent, CEO and Publisher of James magazine and
InsiderAdvantage Georgia, is a regular panelist on Fox5Atlanta
WAGA-TV’s “The Georgia Gang” on Sundays.

The month of December provided good news for
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine (PCOM)
and Georgia as we moved a few steps closer to establishing a medical school in South Georgia and a physical
therapy program at the Suwanee campus.
On December 5, PCOM— a 118-year old institution
with a rich and storied history— received initial approval
from its accrediting agency to establish an additional
location in Moultrie. With this approval, the college
moves forward with the development of PCOM South
Georgia, a four-year campus with an inaugural class of 55
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine (DO) students. With a
75,000 square foot building in the conceptual stage, plans
call for classes to begin in August of 2019.
Two days later, PCOM was
notified that the developing physical therapy program at Georgia
Campus- Philadelphia College of
Osteopathic Medicine (GAPCOM) in Suwanee is eligible for
further review. According to Dr.
Phillip Palmer, professor and chair
of the Department of Physical
Therapy, candidacy reviewers will
be on site in January to assess our
progress, including the hiring of
faculty members and the construction of a new 12,000 square
foot addition which will house the program.
It is especially noteworthy that both PCOM South
Georgia and GA-PCOM’s Doctor of Physical Therapy program contribute to the college’s stated focus of recruiting,
educating, graduating and retaining health professions
students from Georgia and the surrounding states.
Recognizing the state’s critical need for physicians in
the South Georgia region, PCOM South Georgia will seek
to recruit qualified students who wish to pursue a career
in rural medicine. To help accomplish this mission,
PCOM is working to establish both partnerships with colleges in the region and pipeline programs to develop
interest in the health sciences.
The support of the South Georgia Medical Education
and Research Consortium, along with partner hospitals,
physicians and educational institutions, has been integral
in bringing the idea of a four-year medical program to the
region. Established in 2011, the consortium is a partnership of independent hospitals in Southwest Georgia

which addresses healthcare access and physician planning through the development of medical education
pipelines and graduate medical education programs.
PCOM received initial approval from the American
Osteopathic Association’s Commission on Osteopathic
College Accreditation for the Moultrie location and met
the criteria as outlined by the accrediting agency, including an assessment of support for the college from the
South Georgia region.
The three-year Doctor of Physical Therapy program is
being established at GA-PCOM in Suwanee in response
to a national need for physical therapists, especially in
the Southeast. The curriculum includes both coursework
and experiential training in a variety of settings which
effectively trains students in critical thinking and evidencebased practices.
According to Dr. Palmer, with
highly experienced faculty members— both in physical therapy
practice and education— the program will provide a wellness orientation and opportunities to
practice and serve in community
settings. Along with the doctoral
degree, graduates will have a
strong foundation in ergonomics
and wellness training.
The admissions process for the Doctor of Physical
Therapy program is moving forward with the admissions
committee meeting on a regular basis to review applications, interview candidates and offer seats to the inaugural class members who will begin their studies in June
2018 pending accreditation approval.
Since 1899, PCOM, a nonprofit institution of higher
education, has trained highly competent, caring physicians, health practitioners and behavioral scientists who
practice a “whole person” approach to health care—
treating people, not just symptoms. As we work to establish PCOM South Georgia in Moultrie and the physical
therapy program at our Suwanee campus, we’re looking
forward to continuing this mission across Georgia.
For the whole story, visit www.pcom.com.

H. William Craver III is the Dean and Chief
Academic Officer of the Philadelphia College of
Osteopathic Medicine.

