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LET’S DO

MORE BUSINESS TOGETHER

The Georgia Chamber is proud to introduce Georgia2Georgia, an initiative to strengthen
the connection between our state’s companies and keep our economy growing.
Doing just 2% more business with companies in our state will help
increase investment, create jobs and ensure a better future for us all.
Take the 2% challenge at www.georgia2georgia.com today.
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P U B L I S H E R’S

M E S S A G E

Happy Tenth Birthday to James,
and Thanks to our Loyal Readers

I

n 2004 then-Congressman Johnny Isakson was
facing, among others, a fresh face in politics,
Herman Cain, for the GOP nomination for U.S.
Senate. InsiderAdvantage was in its fifth year of
business and we chose to expand our presence in the
world of politics and business in Georgia with a new
print magazine aimed strictly at those who “get it,” as we
put it at the time.
Now Isakson is well into his second term in the
Senate. And as for James, plenty of Georgians “got it.” The
magazine has become a staple among Georgia’s political,
civic, legal and business leaders. And in that rather small
but powerful world a “sinking boat” or a slip in a ranking can have a substantial impact for an elected official,
politician or business leader. On the other hand, we’ve
issued far fewer “sinking boats” than in our earlier years.
And as James has mellowed over the years, our family of loyal readers and advertisers has only grown
stronger. Our magazine has become known for its various rankings, in particular our annual lists of top lobbyists, along with our ranking of top colleges and universities in the state.
So much has happened since we published our first
edition in 2004. George W. Bush sought reelection to the
presidency that year, and Barack Obama was elected to U.S.
Senate seat in Illinois. Here in Georgia in 2004, Sonny
Perdue was just into his second year as governor.
Democrats still held significant statewide offices such as
attorney general, and agriculture and labor commissioners.
In the early months of James’ first year, Democrats
still controlled the Georgia House of Representatives. The
House speaker was Terry Coleman, and few could have
imagined that names like Richardson, Burkhalter, and
Ralston would hold that position within a ten-year period, given the late-Tom Murphy’s long reign for so many
years as the Democratic “Mr. Speaker.”
In 2004 the economy was recovering from the dark
times after the attack of 9/11, and the housing industry
was booming in the state. Everything seemed to be growing and healthy in Georgia.
4
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Matt Towery Publisher/CEO, InsiderAdvantage
Then came the autumn of 2008. Suddenly the bottom fell out and America was in a “Great Recession.” But
very little made it “great,” and it hit Georgia harder than
it did most states.
We all made it through those tough times and are
stronger for having survived them. Georgia’s economy is
starting to take off again. Nathan Deal, who in 2004 was
a member of Congress, is seeking a second term as governor. And Georgia has another “Mr. Speaker” in the
form of David Ralston, who soundly defeated his detractors with a huge primary win this year. He also defeated
the extremist malcontents within his own GOP caucus.
Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed has built a warm relationship with leaders in state government. And Georgia continues to have great leadership in Washington D.C., with
veteran Congressmen such as Lynn Westmoreland and
revered Civil Rights icon John Lewis.
Everything in life seems to come full circle. Johnny
Isakson, who was a candidate for the Senate in 2004, will
soon be our senior senator. To James, Isakson is a symbol
of what makes our state so great. While he is a conservative Republican, he is also an approachable and levelheaded leader for all Georgians. The quality of our magazine cover has advanced a great deal since that first edition, which portrayed Isakson and the other GOP contestants for the Senate in rather amateurish-looking race
cars. But we are proud that he was on our first cover,
even if James was, at that time, a work in progress.
Finally, as we reach the ten-year mark, I am pleased
that longtime journalist and Atlanta TV personality Phil
Kent has joined us as co-publisher of James. As we head
into our next ten years, it’s my hope that Phil and the
rest of our team will help bring James to the next level,
and to a next generation of “Georgians who get it.”
Thanks for your support.
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WHO’S RISING AND WHO’S SINKING IN GEORGIA BUSINESS AND POLITICS

It was an eventful month for Georgia State University,
which kicked things off by switching over lauded college radio
station WRAS to GPB programming from 5:00am-7:00pm. The
change whipped many longtime supporters of WRAS into something of a frenzy, and we don’t envy the telephone operators for
GPB who will suffer their wrath. Later in the week, news came out
that Georgia State was looking to acquire Turner Field and the
land surrounding it in 2017 once the Braves are gone, putting in a
new 30,000 seat football stadium and a green-space-filled south
campus featuring mixed-use development that would give the
University a more traditional campus feel. RISING
The U.S. House passed H.R. 10, which is a bill that “promotes
high-quality charter schools at the state and local levels and
allows states to use federal funds to start new charter schools as
well as expand and replicate existing high-quality charter
schools.” The bill enjoyed bipartisan support in the House, passing 360-45. 7th District Congressman Rob Woodall spoke on the
House floor in support of the bill, and praised two charter schools
in his district, (The Gwinnett School of Math and Sciences and
The Maxwell School of Technology) for the work they’ve done in
the past several years. Congress getting behind the charter school
movement surely bodes well for their expansion in Georgia and
shows that the ship for school choice is undeniably…RISING
The city of Atlanta confirmed that it has purchased the
remainder of the lease of Underground Atlanta from previous
leaseholder Dan O’Leary. A ‘steal’ at $8.8 million, Underground
Atlanta has struggled mightily in recent years as a tourist attraction, and the city plans to market the area to developers. Whether
used by Georgia State or just filled with retail, any future renovations that move away from the tourist trap that’s currently below
our city streets certainly sees downtown Atlanta…RISING
Design plans for the new Braves stadium and surrounding
area were released this month, and we must admit it doesn’t look
too bad. A modern stadium design with all the amenities plus an
actual surrounding area for tailgating that isn’t strictly parking
lots? Sign us up. But factor in the fact that there are only 6,000
parking spots on property for a 40,000+ seat stadium and a market that’s already fairly saturated with retail? And that’s before
including the dire concerns about traffic and lack of public transit? A shiny new stadium seems to make everyone happy, but the
details that surround it have the entire situation… Drifting
While most politicos in the state of Georgia focused on winning elections, U.S. Senator Johnny Isakson continued to push
for answers from Sylvia Burwell, the President’s nominee
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for Secretary of Health and Human Services, on the next steps
needed to progress the Savannah Harbor Project, (known informally as SHEP). Recently Congress passed the Water Resources
Reform and Development Act which will give funding to SHEP
and once approved, will allow for construction to begin. For
Isakson and the rest of the Georgians fighting for the Savannah
Harbor, the boat is most definitely…RISING
Sometimes your political opponents know you best. The leftwing Huffington Post calls Americans for Prosperity “the best
ally” of the Republican Party. In Georgia AFP is already spending
big bucks to register 200,000-plus potential Republican voters in the
coastal and rural areas. No wonder key Democrats trash the Koch
brothers, who are major AFP donors. Previously unregistered GOPleaning folks are being added to the Peach State voter rolls. RISING
Henry County Tax Commissioner David Curry is one of a
handful of tax commissioners who have been discussing the
implementation of technology to upgrade the service and speed of
their offices by using a kiosk placed in secure areas like banks,
grocery stores and certain retail locations. In essence the kiosk
would work a lot like a ”Red Box” movie dispenser. This a win/win
for the taxpayer! When fully implemented Commissioner Curry’s
boat will be…RISING
It was an odd election season in the mountains of North
Georgia. Debbie Dooley front-man Sam Snider put together a
strange campaign against Speaker of the House David Ralston
that featured a supporter offering $5,000 to reporters willing to
attend a press conference (Snider’s father won), a former county
GOP chair making some ill-advised comments, and Col. Poole of
Poole’s BBQ swearing off the whole thing. Ralston won in a landslide, of course, and while we try to make sense of what exactly
happened up there we know the Speaker’s ship is still…RISING
It’s no secret that college football is king in Georgia. Home of the
Chick-fil-A Kickoff Classic, the SEC Championship, the Chick-fil-A
Bowl, and soon the College Football Hall of Fame, Atlanta has
become something of a capital for the sport. When it was
announced that Atlanta would join Dallas as the one of the new
host cities of the College Football Playoff, it seemed no big surprise.
But alongside the legendary Rose, Sugar, Orange, Cotton, and
Fiesta Bowls, the name ‘Chick-fil-A Bowl’, (as much as we love the
restaurant) seemed a bit out of place. The announcement that the
game will once again have the word ‘Peach’ in the name shows
that the game and Atlanta as college football’s capital are…RISING
The NFL draft was a point of interest for many Falcons fans as
the team comes off a disappointing 2013 season. An improved
offensive line to protect freshly paid Matt Ryan was the main
need, followed by a pass rusher or two to pressure Drew Brees and
the other elite quarterbacks who routinely give the Falcons, (and
the rest of the league) so much trouble. First round pick Jake
Matthews profiles as a potential pro-bowler from day 1, but the
rest of the draft didn’t do much to alleviate concerns that the
defense will once again be sub-par. Atlantans everywhere want to
see this ship righted, (and none more than Blank, Deal, and Reed
who engineered the deal for the new stadium in 2017) but this
prognosticator thinks we may be in year two of a rebuild. The
Falcons stand improved, but the ship is still… Drifting

©2014 Georgia Power

Exciting news for politicos and anyone who likes to sleep in—
The Georgia Gang, Atlanta’s longest running public affairs
broadcast, which airs at 8:30am on Fox 5 Atlanta on Sundays, will
now be rebroadcast at 11:30pm! Moderated by legendary political
analyst Dick Williams, The Georgia Gang provides a forum for
political and social issues in Atlanta and throughout the state.
With a panel featuring our very own Phil Kent, be sure to tune in
on Sundays for top notch insight and discussion on the issues
most pressing to Atlantans. For anyone who follows Georgia politics but also desperately needs their beauty rest, this news certainly has moods…RISING
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“We’re upgrading to a smarter, more efﬁcient power grid. Which
means storm or not, we’ll be even more reliable for our customers.”
Learn more at georgiapower.com

André

©2014 Georgia Power

Georgia Power Lineman
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It’s Time for Tax Reform
in Georgia
G R OV E R N O R Q U I S T
G N O R Q U I S T @ ATR . O R G

I

n Washington, D.C. everyone agrees that
comprehensive tax reform is long overdue.
The 74,000-page tax code is too long and
too complex yet gridlock has prevented
anything from happening. That’s what happens when
the Democrats and the President want to raise taxes by
trillions of dollars but Republicans, most of whom
have signed the Taxpayer Protection Pledge to oppose
higher taxes, refuse to let that happen.
Tax reform is alive and well in the states. That’s
because Republicans have unified control of the state
legislature and executive branch in 24 states, compared to just 13 for Democrats. Despite being one of
those 24 states, Georgia’s progress toward tax reform
has mirrored Washington’s more than states in a similar situation.
Even after this November’s elections, Georgia will
remain under unified Republican control of both
chambers of the legislature and the executive branch.
While gridlock in Washington may prohibit the passage of House Budget Committee Chairman Paul
Ryan’s budget plan or House Ways and Means
Chairman Dave Camp’s tax reform plan, there is nothing standing in the way of tax reform in Georgia.
Democrats can’t stand in the way.
Georgia should follow in the footsteps of other
states that are cutting their income taxes and simplifying their tax codes. Regional tax competitiveness,
income migration, and jobs are on the line.
Tax Freedom Day is the day Americans have finally earned enough money to pay for their total tax bill.
This year that day fell on April 12th, which is third
worst in the region. While taxpayers nationwide sent
3 trillion dollars to Washington this past year Georgia
taxpayers sent another 21 billion dollars to Atlanta to
pay for state government spending. More than 45 percent came from income taxes.
Of the five states that border Georgia, two don’t
tax income (Florida and Tennessee) and one recently

cut the top income tax rate by 20 percent (North
Carolina). With a top rate of 6 percent, Georgia ranks
23rd in the nation among states imposing the tax, and
second highest in the region, behind South Carolina.
Georgia’s corporate tax rate is second highest
among its border states as well, behind Tennessee
which imposes a flat 6.5 percent rate on corporate
income but does not tax regular income. North
Carolina’s corporate rate will fall to 3 percent by 2017.
If Georgia wants to compete with its bordering states,
it needs to follow their lead by lowering rates and
broadening the base. If Georgia wants to compete with
economic growth powerhouses Texas and Florida for
tens of thousands of jobs brought by large companies
relocating from California, New York and Illinois,
steps need to be taken to eliminate the income tax
altogether.
Steps have already been taken to examine this
possibility. The Senate Fair Tax Committee was established last year and heard testimony on the benefits of
phasing out the income tax. While the recommendations were a step in the right direction, to be competitive nationally, more dramatic steps will need to be
signed into law.
Tax reform requires an open mind from all parties
involved. It takes a willingness to examine which
goods are taxed at consumption and which are
exempt. And an understanding that a favorable tax climate for everyone, individuals and companies alike
will lead to economic growth that benefits high and
low income taxpayers. This will also prevent state lawmakers from having to pick winners and losers with
tax incentives designed to keep jobs in Georgia.
A revenue neutral tax reform package that eliminates tax credits and deductions while lowering
income and corporate tax rates dollar for dollar would
be a good start. A net tax cut package that does both
would make Georgia a 21st century leader in job creation and business relocation.
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t was the constant narrative by the
national and some Georgia media in
late 2013 and the early months of
2014. The Republicans would nominate either
Congressman Paul Broun or his colleague Phil
Gingrey as their U.S. Senate nominee. Both, having
made comments that seemed “anti-woman,” would
be proclaimed right wing fanatics and be defeated
by the resurgent Democrats and their heroine
Michelle Nunn.
But a funny thing happened on the way to the
reality of Congressman Jack Kingston facing businessman David Perdue in a late July primary—the
national media were wrong. (They weren’t alone.)
Make no mistake, the national media will continue to
tout Georgia’s U.S. Senate seat as one of just a few
”swing” states that could end up going Democrat in a
year that otherwise seems to look great for the GOP
nationally. But the chances of Nunn taking the Senate
for the Democrats declined substantially with the
results of the May 20 Republican primary.
In a crowded field, three front-running candidates emerged, but none of the three fit the ”rightwing extremist” category that Democrats were hoping
to see win the Republican nomination. The good
news for the GOP was that the three individuals who
were pressing to make an almost certain runoff in
July were considered attractive candidates and, at the
same time, strong conservatives in a state where
moderate-to-conservative views still dominate the
political landscape.
Businessman David Perdue led in the polls. He
was running the ”I’m not a career politician” message,
and it had gone over well. Perdue has been highly successful in the private sector and he has the active
backing of his cousin, former Gov. Sonny Perdue. In
Georgia, the backing from a popular former
Republican governor, who is also a cousin, is valuable.
Congressman Jack Kingston, who has been a
loyal Republican since his college days, has the backing of the state’s business community and many longtime GOP activists. He was locked in a battle for second place in the polls with former Georgia Secretary
of State Karen Handel. Handel came close to edging
out Nathan Deal in a GOP runoff for governor in
2010. But Handel’s campaign tactics against Deal
rubbed some, including Deal, the wrong way. Nathan

Perdue and Kingston

Deal is now, of course, Governor Deal.
Some rather clumsy early ads by Kingston, combined with Handel’s dogged and creative ways of getting out her word and communicating with her supporters—such as automated phone calls and
Facebook—kept the two in a tight battle for the right
to take on Perdue in July.
But on election night voter turnout in Kingston’s
home territory of Southeast Georgia trumped the
much heralded metro-Atlanta GOP vote, and
Kingston managed to nudge Handel out of a runoff
spot by a relatively narrow margin.
By daybreak after the vote, both Perdue and
Kingston were appearing live on local Atlanta morning news programs. Both seemed remarkably
refreshed after little sleep from the long night of election returns.
But one of the two had an added reason for feeling particularly peppy. Kingston, who had labored in
the GOP vineyards since the 1980s, was already starting to receive the support of key supporters of his
now-former opponents. While Handel, who had run
a valiant race as “the little engine that could,” took
some time to take in her narrow defeat, many of her
supporters were moving ever so quickly to the
Kingston camp. And that movement was replicated
from key supporters of candidates Broun and Gingrey.

11
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But Kingston, backed by the state’s more politically established business community, will likely have
plenty of cash on hand to fight the runoff battle as
well. The timing of the contest, set for almost two
months after the general primary, gives Kingston
additional time to replenish his campaign coffers.

Inside Out

Guy Millner

Zell Miller

As one longtime GOP icon put it, “Jack is the
comfortable ‘old shoe’ that we all have known.
Some of us might have backed others, but GOP
blood is thicker than water. And in Georgia it flows
to folks like Jack.”

The Color of Money
And then there is the legend of Guy Millner.
Millner once was the fundraising chair for Georgia’s
first Republican statewide official since
Reconstruction, Mack Mattingly, in his defeat of
Democratic legend Sen. Herman Talmadge in 1980.
So Mattingly became a U.S. Senator and Millner
became an entrepreneur-turned-politician.
In 1994 the “millionaire outsider” Millner took
incumbent Governor Zell Miller to the edge of defeat
with a stunningly strong performance. And as the
first self-proclaimed, non-office-holding “millionaire
businessman” in Georgia politics, Millner set the
stage for similar future candidacies such as Perdue’s.
With grassroots lacking, Perdue is expected by
experts to “spread the wealth” in order to dominate the
TV airwaves and lure the help of some of the key consultants for his GOP primary campaigns into his camp.
All this, in an effort to create an “artificially” pro-Perdue
turnout in what is expected to be a pitifully small voter
turnout in the GOP primary runoff in late July.
And money talks. Perdue earned his way to an
early lead in the primary race by running first- class
ads, bought with big dollars, and run on broadcast TV.
And that is the recipe for a win in Georgia politics.

Perdue will likely blast Kingston as a D.C. insider
and plaster the airwaves with ads pointing to his
record in Congress, picking out examples of “excessive earmarking” or use of public funds in frivolous
ways. But Kingston is expected to fight back by
attacking Perdue for the manner in which he conducted some of the businesses he ran and on a slipup comment he made late in the primary battle. It
isn’t entirely clear whether Perdue told a newspaper
that he would consider tax increases in the future, or
if he simply intimated that revenue might be something he would look at if elected to the Senate.
Perdue did well with wealthier GOP voters in
the metro-Atlanta area in the first round of voting,
and he is likely to hold their vote in the runoff.
The question is whether the more rank-in-file
Republican types, many of whom supported

Handel
12
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Congratulations
Mr. Speaker!
A

fter fighting for all Georgians during the legislative session,
you had to take on individuals and groups that didn’t even live
in your own district to win reelection. But you did it and
now some of your friends want to be the first
to publicly say congratulations to a great
Georgia leader and our good friend,
David Ralston.
Georgia Association of Convenience Stores
Georgia Chamber of Commerce
Georgia Food Industry Association
Georgia Railroad Association
Hall Booth Smith LLP
Meredith Melvin Weaver
Metro Atlanta Chamber
Peyton D. Stanley
Pope Consulting LLC
InsiderAdvantage
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have only met Perdue, or know of him as the “outsider.” For Perdue the challenge for the July runoff
may be a matter of how to create a legitimate voterturnout machine; one that makes voters want to get
back out to defeat the “insider” Kingston.
For Kingston the job is simpler. He merely has to
gather supporters of the other primary candidates
and urge them to return to the polls one more time.
And because those voters are likely the most active
Republican voters in the state, Kingston would at
first blush seem the frontrunner in the contest.

From May to July
Broun

Handel, Gingrey or Broun, will feel comfortable
joining up with Perdue, who boasted in one TV ad
about his experience with a global economy. The
word “global” has become a negative term among
hardcore Republican conservatives like Atlanta
talk-show host and Redstate.com founder Erick
Erickson. The day after his candidate, Karen
Handel, failed to make the runoff by just a few percentage points, Erikson moved his support to
Kingston. That began a trend that could easily pick
up speed by late July.
Kingston’s biggest negative, that he is a political
“insider,” might prove to be his strongest attribute as
well. Many GOP activists know Jack Kingston, or at
least know of him. And most of these same activists

Gingrey

Of course many things can happen between May
and July. New issues could appear and new allegations made. And a public that seemed apathetic in
May could somehow become engaged by July, ready
and willing to express their opinion on politics and
the nation’s future. Georgia’s generous voting rules
could allow for a surge in the runoff turnout.
For Kingston the most likely to return of voters
to the polls will be in areas where Congressional
seats remain up for grabs. In particular, there’s the
robust race to replace Kingston’s open seat. And converting those who supported Handel and Gingrey in
Gingrey’s current congressional district will be critical
for Kingston as well.
For Perdue, the job will be turning out his supporters in Middle Georgia and metro-Atlanta, where
he performed exceptionally well on primary night.
Outside money will play a role again, as organizations such as the US Chamber and a pro-Perdue
group post their own TV ads and place their usual
robocalls as the runoff nears.
Yes, there will be many more weeks of voters
hearing about Jack Kingston “career” politician and
David Perdue “out-of-touch millionaire.” But while it
seems a long way from May to July, the vote will be
upon Georgians in no time.
And then Michelle Nunn will have her opportunity to truly take center stage. But it won’t be
against Paul Broun, the man who so many experts
and at least one Democratic polling firm suggested
would be her opponent. For Broun, Karen Handel
and Phil Gingrey, their time on the political stage, at
least for now, has come to an end. But all three
emerged from the bruising campaign battle with
their reputations intact and their service to our state
greatly appreciated. •
15
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A Ticket to the Big Show

On

by Gary Reese

a cool Saturday evening in May,
Georgia native Zach Hunter found
himself at the annual White House
Correspondents Dinner, a gathering of political heavyweights and Hollywood stars known for high profile
stand- up comedy routines by the President and a celebrity entertainer. This year, President Obama warmed up the
A-list crowd for NBC’s Community star Joel McHale with a
self-deprecating routine centered around a rough 2013.
“Somehow I ended up in the same room as the
leader of the free world,” Hunter recalled. “I kept wondering how I ever got there. The funny thing is, I still
don’t really know the answer.”
Just a few short years ago, Hunter was a recent college graduate with all the right lines on his resume—an
Eagle Scout with a degree from the University of Georgia’s
well-respected Terry College of Business and All-SEC
awards for his time as a student athlete on the Track and
Field team - but no job. In the depths of the Great
Recession, he, like many of his classmates, saw few opportunities for graduates who in better times would have
been top prospects.
However, an offer to come work in Washington, DC
from Congressman Phil Gingrey (GA-11) changed his fortunes. Since starting as Gingrey’s most junior staffer in
2010, Hunter has worked his way up the ranks on Capitol
Hill, now serving as Communications Director for
Congressman Adam Kinzinger of Illinois.
Hunter is responsible for managing all aspects of
media relations for Kinzinger, from wrangling reporters to
writing press releases. By all accounts, his tenure as a
Communications Director has been a success. Kinzinger,
a sophomore Congressman, has become a regular on the
national news circuit, frequenting Sunday shows and
cable programs to discuss the hot button issues of the day.
It was through Hunter’s work with the press that he
received a last-minute invite to the Correspondent’s
Dinner. Because the event is a black tie affair, Hunter was
not sure he would even be able to accept the invitation, as
he didn’t own a tuxedo. “I don’t think I even wore a tux
in my own wedding, so I had to pull together the whole
outfit in less than 36 hours,” Hunter joked.
At the dinner, sufficiently clad in a rental tux, Hunter
recalls seeing famous faces in every direction. To the right,
House of Cards cast members mingled with DC insiders,
who generally love the HBO series that darkly portrays
the fight for fame and power in Washington. To the left, a
crowd of fans surrounded Jonathan Goldsmith, the actor
who plays “The Most Interesting Man In The World” in
the famously quotable Dos Equis ad campaign.

In the corner, top GOP’ers huddled with Frank Luntz,
the eccentric wordsmith frequently seen on Fox News. That
evening, Luntz shunned the traditional tuxedo, instead opting for a drab checkered sport-coat and mismatched neon
Nike sneakers.
Along with the very real President Obama, two fictional Presidents also attended the dinner. Tony Goldwyn,
President Grant from the popular series Scandal, and
Michael Gill, President Walker from House of Cards played
along with attendees that insisted on addressing them as
“Mr. President” when asking for pictures.
Even a few star athletes got cleaned up for the event.
Indianapolis Colts Quarterback Andrew Luck towered over
other guests as he made his way to his seat while Vikings
Running Back Adrian Peterson slipped through the crowd
virtually unnoticed.
While what he calls “once in a lifetime opportunities”
happen in DC on almost a weekly basis, Hunter says he still
feels awed by the history and significance of his time in the
nation’s capital. “It is incredibly humbling to walk through
the halls of the Capitol and realize that in some small way,
you are part of the history of our nation and the Congress,”
said Hunter.
But even though he has found success in Washington,
Zach Hunter says he hasn’t yet been able to settle down in the
District. He and his wife Mallory both hail from metro Atlanta
and want to one day start a family back in the Peach State.
“While DC is a great city, Georgia has been and always
will be home.”

Zach Hunter with “the most interesting man in the world.”
17
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2014

JAMES’ MOST

INFLUENTIAL

ATTORNEYS
by Phil Kent

NUNN
SANDERS

Along with the dictionary definition of
“influential,” JAMES Magazine’s spotlight on “influential Georgia attorneys”
takes into consideration not just
expertise in court—some may not step
foot in a courtroom—but activity
influencing the court of public opinion.
This listing takes into account a lawyer
who may or may not serve powerful
clients but who shapes public or private policies—sometimes behind the
scenes—in the interconnected and fascinating world of the law, business and
politics. So this is not your usual “super
lawyer” list of the many fine Peach
State attorneys who are tops in their
areas of litigation or deal making.

COOK
PAYNE
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DEAL

IT STARTS WITH THE GOVERNOR

W

here does one start with such a list?
Perhaps it is best to begin with a former
prosecutor, judge and state legislator who
is now Georgia’s governor—Nathan Deal.
(Let’s look into the crystal ball and predict that in
November the Republican governor, running for reelection, will face Democrat state senator Jason Carter
of the Bondurant, Mixon & Elmore firm.)
Advising Governor Deal are various men and
women of the law. Among the prominent laboring in
the vineyards is executive counsel Ryan Teague, a
major player in vetting legislation. The governor’s
deputy chief of staff for policy is Erin Hames. David
Werner serves as deputy chief of staff for legislative
and external affairs.
Randy Evans, a PR-savvy member of McKenna,
Long & Aldridge’s political law group, is the governor’s
personal attorney and also serves as Georgia’s
Republican National Committeeman and co-chair of
the Judicial Nominating Commission (which advises
the governor on selecting judges).
Ably assisting Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle is his general
counsel and policy director Irene Munn.
The state’s top prosecutor is Attorney General (and
former GOP Cobb County Commission chairman) Sam
Olens. (The attorney general is running for re-election
against former Democrat lawmaker/lawyer Greg Hecht
of Fincher & Hecht.) Last year Olens created the important position of solicitor general within his office, a post
held by former Gov. Sonny Perdue legal counsel Nels
Peterson. Russ Willard is also making a name for himself in the attorney general’s office.

JUDGES, LEGENDS & LAWMAKERS

All the state Supreme Court justices, as well
as judges serving on the Court of Appeals, must
be recognized because their impact is so wideranging and diverse. There are also, of course,
Georgians who are prominent federal judges who
have tremendous and wide-ranging clout due to
their decisions. They can only serve if they are
confirmed by the U.S. Senate. Then there are various judges scattered all over Peach State counties
and cities who fit into the “influential” category
not just because of their rulings but because they
“make things happen.”
There are several lawyers, in this writer’s opinion,
who could even be placed in a “Legendary Georgia
attorney” category—the first of the 1960s “New
South” governors, Carl Sanders; colorful trial attorney Bobby Lee Cook, former U.S. senator and national defense expert Sam Nunn; retired state Supreme
Court Justice Conley Ingram; and 1996 Atlanta
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Olympics organizer and Augusta National Golf Club
Chairman Billy Payne.
When it comes to the General Assembly, its most
prominent practicing attorney is House of
Representatives Speaker David Ralston. He is assisted
by general counsel Terry Chastain. There are many
(some say too many) lawyers serving in the legislature,
yet several Republican attorneys in leadership positions stand out. Rep. Wendell Willard heads the
House Judiciary Committee, assisted by vice chairman
Rep. Barry Fleming. Sen. Josh McKoon chairs the
Senate Judiciary Committee and retired judge Rep.
John Crosby is the vice chairman. GOP Reps. Matt
Ramsey and Mike Jacobs are also sought after for
legal advice on the Republican side of the aisle.
Prominent on the Democrat side are House Minority
Leader Rep. Stacey Abrams along with veteran Rep.
Mary Margaret Oliver and, more recently, Rep.
Stacey Evans who worked with Republicans to reinvigorate the HOPE scholarship program.
Retiring Rep. Ed Lindsey forged impressive legislative accomplishments while serving in the House
(and the Buckhead barrister has been running for
Congress in a four-way GOP primary that includes exU.S. Attorney, ex-Congressman and ex-presidential
candidate Bob Barr). And former Democrat state lawmaker Larry Walker now sits as a gubernatorial
appointee on the Board of Regents, which oversees the
University System of Georgia.

lawyer for Atlanta Mayor (and attorney) Kasim
Reed. Then there’s former U.S. Attorneys Joe
Whitley and Larry Thompson as well as Pete
Robinson of Troutman Sanders, who co-chairs the
aforementioned Judicial Nominating Committee and
Mark Cohen of the same firm. By the way, all the
lawyers on the JNC and the Judicial Qualifications
Committee naturally qualify as “influential.” The JQC
chairman is Robert Ingram and vice chairman is
Lester Tate, former State Bar head.
The list of lawyers with impressive political and
business relationships grows ever longer: McKenna,
Long & Aldridge’s Jeff Haidet, former ambassador
and state Democrat Party guru Gordon Giffin, onetime aide to Gov. Zell Miller Keith Mason, former
Congressman Buddy Darden and former Atlanta
mayoral aide Steve Labovitz . . . There’s Bob Webb,
who chairs the Troutman Sanders firm . . . former
state Sen. Chuck Clay and Bob Pannell of Nelson,
Mullins, Riley & Scarborough . . . John G. “Sonny”
Morris and John Yates of Morris, Manning &
Martin . . . Liberal lion Emmet Bondurant of
Bondurant, Mixon and Elmore . . . “King of torts”
Tommy Malone of Malone Law . . . Dennis Cathey
of Cathey & Strain . . . Paul Weathington of
Weathington & Smith . . . and the scrappy Cary
Ichter of Ichter & Thomas.
John Hall heads Hall, Booth & Smith with managing partner Alex Booth, and the firm includes appellate bar legend Scott Henwood and former state Rep.
and pollster/publisher Matt Towery who chairs its
government relations team . . . Frank Strickland and
Anne Lewis of Strickland, Brockington & Lewis,
experts in election law, have made a great impact on
legislative redistricting . . . .Ernest Greer, the chairman
of Greenberg Traurig, is the first lawyer to be chairman

G
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MORE LAWYER POLITICOS

Let’s further focus on the lawyers who move easily in the corridors of power, politics and law “taking
care of business.” Those immediately coming to
mind are former Democrat Gov. Roy Barnes, former
GOP Attorney General Mike Bowers and former
Democrat Attorney General Thurbert Baker. There’s
Robert Highsmith, former Perdue counsel and
20
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of the Georgia Chamber of Commerce.
Former Perdue counsel Josh Belinfante with
Robbins, Ross, Alloy, Belinfante & Littlefield, veteran
Oscar Persons of Strickland, Brockington & Lewis,
Doug Chalmers of the Political Law Group and Ray
Smith of Thrasher, Liss & Smith are connected to
many GOP politicos. Meagan Myers Hanson of
Boyd, Collar, Nolen & Tuggle has clout as chair of
the Georgia Young Republicans. Craig Gillen, who
developed the “political persecution” tactic, is part of
a team representing an embattled county CEO. Ken
Hodges of the Polsinelli firm is a former prosecutor
who unsuccessfully ran for attorney general. He is
wired into state Democrat Party politics as is ex-state
Rep. Rob Teilhet, who lost the Democrat attorney
general nomination to Hodges in the 2010 primary.
THE LIST GOES ON . . .

Some more well-known attorneys are having an
impact in specialized areas. Atlanta entertainment
attorney Joel Katz of the Greenberg Traurig firm lists a
long roster of celebrity clients . . . Criminal defense
attorney Ed Garland (also a business partner with former Atlanta Braves baseball home run king Hank
Aaron) and his partner Don Samuel have successfully

BELINFANTE

handled
high-profile
cases.
Workers’
compensation/labor relations guru Brent Bremer is
low-key but influential . . . Tex McIver of Fisher &
Phillips has distinguished himself in the field of labor
law, and represents Governor Deal in a matter involving a union trying to organize KIA employees. Scott
Bonder of Fried & Bonder is an up-and-comer in business litigation and judicial circles . . . Lori Cohen, who
heads Greenberg Traurig’s pharmaceutical, medical
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device & health care litigation, remains undefeated at
trial with 56 defense verdicts . . . Harry MacDougald
of Caldwell & Watson, is a constitutional law wizard
and blogger whose research helped oust Dan Rather
from CBS-TV . . . Then there’s Darren Penn and Jeff
Harris, a dynamic duo who made a splash in federal
court two years ago by besting city of Atlanta lawyers
in an airport contracting case.
There are countless influential corporate attorneys,
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especially with Fortune 500 companies, who travel in
Georgia’s power circles. Yet this writer would at least
single out three examples ranging from Coca Cola general counsel Bernhard Goepelt to Tom Bishop of the
Georgia Power Co. and Tye Darland of GeorgiaPacific. And let’s not forget the story-telling Hugh
McNatt of McNatt, Greene & Peterson in Vidalia.
Got a DUI in metro Atlanta? Prominent in this
field are attorneys and their firm colleagues who especially command the sober respect of judges and prosecutors. Two metro Atlanta examples are Bubba Head
and Bob Chestney. There are countless others in
Atlanta and other cities.
Lin Wood Jr. of Powell Goldstein is perhaps bestknown for hardball behavior during a long-running
libel suit on behalf of 1996 Olympics security guard
Richard Jewell against the Atlanta Journal-Constitution.
Speaking of libel, there’s First Amendment/libel
expert (and Georgia Press Association counsel) David
Hudson of Augusta’s Hull firm. Patrick Rice, also of
that firm, represented the Augusta National Golf Club.
Jack Long and John Bell are other high-profile, politically-savvy Augusta trial attorneys. In Columbus,
there are yellow dog Democrats Joel Wooten and Jim
Butler of the Butler, Wooten & Fryhofer firm. In
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Rome there’s Bob Brinson of Brinson, Askew and
Berry. And University of Georgia football fans would
be outraged if famed Bulldog owner Sonny Seiler of
Savannah was left out of this article.
It would also be remiss not to mention the influence of the State Bar of Georgia. Its current president
is Charles Ruffin of Baker, Donelson, Bearman,
Caldwell & Berkowitz. Linley Jones is president of
the Georgia Trial Lawyers Association and succeeded
another female trailblazer Robin Frazier Clark.
Chairing the trial lawyers’ influential political action
committee is Stefan Turkheimer.
The constitutionalist Federalist Society has often
been used as a resource by Republican presidents
when it came to choosing members to work in their
administrations or to be judges or prosecutors. The
current president of the large Atlanta Federalist chapter is Adam Biegel of Alston & Bird. Of special note,
too, is that one of the nation’s top public policy and
law centers is located in Atlanta—the Southeastern
Legal Foundation. Executive Director Shannon
Goessling oversees the SLF, which successfully represents plaintiffs in Georgia and elsewhere.
PROSECUTORS

There are also many fine district attorneys in
judicial circuits throughout the state (and a few not
so fine). But, in this writer’s opinion, five especially
stand out in no particular order: Fairly-new Cobb
County DA Vic Reynolds has assembled a top-notch
staff and has already achieved prominence in successfully handling animal cruelty cases. Macon DA
David Cook has instituted impressive anti-gang initiatives and prosecutions that have netted significant
results. DeKalb County Solicitor Sherry Boston is
tough in attacking domestic violence issues. U.S.
Attorney Ed Tarver was a successful private attorney
in Augusta and, although chosen by President Barack
Obama, has enjoyed the confidence of key Georgia
Republicans. U.S. Attorney Sally Quillian Yates of
Atlanta, who once handled the corruption prosecution of former Atlanta Mayor Bill Campbell, is especially aggressive toward human and drug traffickers.
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Although they are sent to the U.S. Congress in
Washington to represent their districts with their
votes, Georgia’s congressmen also work to assist constituents on a wide variety of issues. They and their
staff members interact daily with all sorts of people
ranging from Georgia officialdom to Washington
bureaucrats. Four of Georgia’s 13 members of the U.S.

House of

BARROW

Representatives are attorneys: Rep. Sanford Bishop,
D-2nd District who resides in Albany; Rep. Hank
Johnson, D-4th District who resides in Lithonia; Rep.
John Barrow, D-12th District who resides in
Augusta; and Rep. Rob Woodall, R-7th District who
resides in Lawrenceville.
SOME FINAL RECOGNITIONS

Just about every lawyer has a favorite law professor. A separate article could easily be written listing
a wide array of Georgia’s top-notch legal educators
who have had, and continue to have, a wide-ranging
impact. One of these professors, however, should be
singled out for recently co-authoring a must-have
reference book on Georgia’s evidence code which
took effect last year. University of Georgia law professor Ron Carlson—along with son Michael
Carlson, a Cobb County assistant district attorney—wrote “Carlson on Evidence” that compares
Georgia rules and federal rules. (Some say Georgia’s
new evidence code is the largest single shift in state
jurisprudence in 150 years.)
Finally, an attorney whose sway cannot be overlooked is Institute of Continuing Legal Education
executive director and University of Georgia law professor Steve Harper. He leads a staff that organizes
and implements hundreds of lawyer training programs
annually, deciding what subjects will be selected and
what speakers will present, steering the practice of law
in this state and influencing careers.
A footnote: I’ll surely be hearing from readers about missing some
lawyers who should have been included. I’m sure I have—and I apologize. Anyhow, write a letter to JAMES and let us know. They could be
included in next year’s article!
Phil Kent is co-publisher of Insider Advantage and a panelist
on Atlanta Fox5 WAGA-TV’s “The Georgia Gang”
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Public Service Commission
Planning for Future

A

by Phil Kent

lthough many Georgians don’t realize it, the
five-member Public Service Commission
affects our wallets and quality of life just as
much as laws passed by the state legislature.
Commissioners, who must reside in a district but are
elected statewide, serve as quasi-judicial, quasi-legislative watchdogs charged with setting rates and regulating
everything from telecommunications companies to electric and gas utilities.
Ideally they act as referees balancing the interests of
those businesses they regulate as opposed to the consumers that are affected. That why the five commissioners—Doug Everett (District 1), Tim Echols (District 2) ,
Chuck Eaton (District 3), Lauren “Bubba” McDonald
(District 4) and Stan Wise (District 5)—are important
public servants whose policy positions and votes
deserve far more scrutiny by the press and public.
A ‘RAILROAD’ PANEL THAT EVOLVED

In 1879 the Peach
State became one of the
first states to establish a
three-member regulatory
agency to oversee railroad
expansion and competition. Known as the
Railroad Commission of
Georgia, its jurisdiction
soon expanded to include
telegraph and express
companies. By 1907 it
began to regulate docks as
Echols
well as telephone, gas and
electric power companies and, in 1931, it began setting
standards for the state’s trucking industry. In 1922 the
legislature changed the agency’s name to what is today—
“The Georgia Public Service Commission”—to underscore its expanding role.
The commissioners are supported by approximately 90 staff members who conduct research and make
recommendations to the full panel. Obviously these
staffers are influential—and sometimes are the target of
24
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the regulated companies,
the media and others who
don’t like their recommendations. In fact, over
the past decade, some
commissioners have been
publicly vocal in criticizing staff recommendations and how they originated. There have been
attempts by past chairmen (the chair is a rotatEaton
ing position) to rein in
staffers believed to have been influenced by environmental zealots and other outside special interests.
All of the current commissioners are Republicans—
yet they span the different factions and coalitions within the state GOP. McDonald, incidentally, was a longtime Democrat state lawmaker before he switched parties. All have independent streaks, and all have evolved
into becoming knowledgeable in key sectors.
THE PANEL’S REGULATORY SCOPE

The PSC doesn’t regulate every utility. It sets only
the rates charged and the services provided by most
intrastate, investor-owned telecommunications, gas
and electric utilities. It doesn’t establish rates for cityowned utilities or electric membership corporations—
although they often consult the PSC on territorial disputes or financing issues.
Its jurisdiction over the transportation industry
has been diminished in recent years by the legislature.
Its authority over trucking and express companies and
private motor carriers is now limited to requiring proof
of insurance and safety inspections. There is always
controversy, by the way, as to whether there are enough
personnel to effectively conduct random inspections
and to cite offenders.
The commission must always look at the big picture. It is already planning ahead over the next 20
years by investing billions of dollars in electric transmission/distribution facilities and smart grid technolo-
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gies. To cite just one example, over $1 billion in new
natural gas pipelines and facilities have been approved
in recent years to replace
worn-out pipelines and thus
enhance safety—as well as
to ensure reliability and
additional capacity for a
growing population.
Since the early 1990s,
when deregulation of the
telecommunications
and
energy sectors occurred, the
PSC has played a different
and commendably strong
role as a manager of openmarket competition.
Wise
GROWING NUCLEAR & ALTERNATIVE ENERGY

For the past 40 years the Commission has been
very supportive of initiating and expanding nuclear
power generation. Wise, elected in 1994 and the
longest serving member, is a past president of the
National Association of Regulatory Utility
Commissioners and is a sought-after expert on nuclear
and other utility issues. He has testified numerous
times before Congress on matters ranging from nuclear
waste to telecommunications and pipeline safety.
Georgians enjoy some of the lowest electricity rates
in the nation in no small measure to nuclear power
and, specifically, because of the clean power already
generated by Plant Vogtle near Augusta.
In this context, Atlanta-based Southern Company
and its partners are in the midst of a $14 billion project building two additional
Vogtle reactors—a first for
our country since the
1980s. Southern CEO Tom
Fanning was recently asked
if his utility would construct
another nuclear plant and
his answer to Wall Street
Journal interviewer Kim
Strassel is optimistic: “We
would consider building
one.” This signals a positive
nuclear future which, in
turn, helps our country
McDonald
achieve energy independence. And the odds are good a new nuclear plant
would be built in Georgia.
When it comes to growing alternative energy,
Georgia has one of the fastest growing solar markets in
the nation. “More than 500 new solar projects will be
brought on-line in the coming years without placing
upward pressure on rates,” McDonald says. The com-

missioner also claims that Georgia has “the largest voluntary solar program of its kind with $1.5 billion in
generation planned.”
Echols is a big proponent of alternate fuel vehicles
and urges incentives for private industry to develop the
infrastructure to support such clean vehicles. “When
gasoline hits $5 a gallon, I’ll have to put a padlock on
my garage to keep people from taking my CNG (Clean
Natural Gas) Honda Civic,” he said in a 2011 Atlanta
Constitution guest column.
LATEST PSC CRUSADES

Eaton deserves plaudits for being the PSC’s vocal
point man in urging repeal of the state sales tax on
energy used in manufacturing. Along with the other
commissioners, he worked with the governor and
General Assembly to make it happen. He and Wise,
especially, have been pragmatic on solar power, noting
that it is the manner in which policy is implemented
that makes such programs “liberal” or “conservative.”
“With the cost of solar installations falling dramatically, some say as much as
75 percent, we can now
discuss deploying solar
power without the subsidies, waste and cronyism
that seem to pervade government solar programs,”
Eaton says.
Everett is also not shy
about speaking out on policy issues close to his heart.
Lifeline, a federal program
giving “free” phone service
(at taxpayer expense) to the
Everett
poor, was recently the target
of former Albany state legislator. He, Echols and McDonald
voted to charge $5 a month for the service—mainly
because of the massive fraud caused by people gaming the
system. It would be the first state to take such a stand, but
the PSC order is on hold due to a court challenge.
Bottom line: All the commissioners have a positive
vision that ensures Georgians energy reliability, even
though they’ve sometimes differed on solar power policy and whether to mandate companies to use it. Their
voting records indicate they are generally supportive of
a diverse mix of electricity that will make rates more
competitive and lower. The record is also reassuringly
clear that the Commission is helping Georgia’s economy by continuing to modernize energy delivery systems for future generations.
Phil Kent is co-publisher of Insider Advantage and a panelist
on Atlanta Fox5 WAGA-TV’s “The Georgia Gang”
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COLLEGE COUNTS
Georgia Programs
Increasing Access, Graduates
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Diane Hopkins

here’s been no shortage of
opinions lately about
whether a college degree is
worth the investment of
time and money. Many current college
grads are faced with oppressive college
loans, a challenging job market and are
up against major competition in getting
that “dream” job that they believed
would be waiting once they donned
their cap and gown.
Even so, research from Georgetown
University’s Center on Education and the
Workforce indicates there is still hard evidence to support the value of a postsecondary education, whether 2- or 4-year
degrees or professional certifications.
Studies support the positive effect a postsecondary degree has on an individual
including higher lifetime earnings, lower
unemployment rates, better health and
greater civic involvement. Those benefits
have a compounded impact on a community such as a stronger tax base and
lower social services costs.
It’s projected that by 2020, 60 percent of jobs in Georgia will require a
postsecondary degree or certification,
but only 42 percent of adults have
either one. Two state initiatives are having an impact on closing this worrisome skills gap.
In 2011 Governor Nathan Deal
launched Complete College Georgia, and
a cross-agency team is implementing the
College Access Challenge Grant (CACG).
To reach the state’s gap-closing goal of
250,000 additional college graduates by
2020, both efforts have called for redefining a “typical” college student who is
between 18–22 years old, attends fulltime and resides on a college campus.
In fact, that traditional student,
according to a July 6, 2013 Wall Street
Journal article, makes up only 29 percent of the higher education population.
More commonly, a large share of incom-

ing students are older, are attending
part-time, and have family and work
responsibilities that they are trying to
balance with the education process.
Regardless of college student characteristics, “college access” can mean
much more than acceptance into a
postsecondary program. Many potential
higher ed students, particularly minority and low-income, face the additional
hurdles of rising tuition costs, social
disadvantages, and lack of adequate
academic preparedness. Both Complete
College Georgia and CACG are addressing these challenges.
The Complete College Georgia plan
has relied upon K-12 reforms that
include increased rigor through higher
standards, assessments and accountability. In addition, Georgia’s university and
technical college systems are working
together to develop strategies aimed at
improving higher education completion
rates. Primary among these are strengthening remedial courses, shortening time
to degree and restructuring delivery.
The U.S. Department of Education
has awarded Georgia $12 million since
2008 through the college access grant,
which was matched by $6 million in
state funds, to increase the number of
students acquiring a college degree or
certification. The grant particularly targets low-income students, both those
about to complete high school and
adults returning to college. The statelevel CACG strategies have included
book grants to dual enrollment students
in Early College, enhancement of the
web-based portal www.GAcollege411,
online degree programs that are
matched with workforce needs and
strategic industries, and a statewide
public awareness campaign.
But more importantly, communities
are recognizing the need and getting
into the act as well. Through a series of

mini-grants provided by the Georgia
Partnership for Excellence in Education,
several chambers of commerce are partnering with their school system to
recruit more high school graduates,
especially low-income, to enroll in college and more adults to return.
Counties like Tattnall, Worth, and
Stephens along with communities such
as Calhoun have taken steps to connect
their high school juniors and seniors
with business leaders. Businesses are
driving home the message that a college
education matters. They’ve reinforced
that message by supporting area college
visits, day-long outreach fairs, and
informational workshops on topics
ranging from planning a career path to
writing college essays to applying for
financial aid.
The Newnan-Coweta Chamber of
Commerce kept the needs of its burgeoning health care industry in mind
when it provided financial support for
technical college students to sit for
their Certified Nursing Exam.
Feedback indicated that the cost of the
exam was a barrier to some people finishing the certificate program. These
types of on-the-ground outreach and
engagement are resonating and changing the college-going behaviors of students of all ages.
Our challenge is ensuring all
Georgia’s students have access to postsecondary education and/or training.
It’s still the ticket to current and future
middle class jobs as well as job
growth. For Georgia’s economy to
thrive, having a workforce that is
equipped with the necessary skills
supported through postsecondary education is an economic imperative.
Diane Hopkins is the vice president of the
Georgia Partnership for Excellence in
Education.
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IT DOESN’T
TAKE
A
GENIUS
TO KNOW THAT WHEN YOU PLAY,

GEORGIA’S KIDS WIN.

It’s elementary, actually. See, every time you play the Lottery, you’re helping our
kids get one step closer to their dreams. For over 20 years the Georgia Lottery
has contributed more than $15 billion to education. On top of that, 1.6 million
HOPE scholars have gone to college and 1.3 million 4-year-olds have attended
a Lottery-funded Pre-K Program. Add those numbers up and, well, let’s just say
that’s a hair-raising number of happy kids.

galottery.com
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Like to go Fishing With Him?

W

ell, would you like to go
fishing with him?” This
was usually followed by
“no” or “no way” or “are
you kidding” and was the coup de grace
that Billy Bledsoe or I would put on someone we were discussing (dissecting?)
when we were trying to decide whether
we, or either of us, actually liked him.
My preacher might call it gossiping,
and the good book “bearing false witness,” but it isn’t false when it’s true. If
they are a know-it-all and talk too much,
are prone to gossip and a little slick and
duplicitous, then it’s not false if you, in a
spirit of disclosure, point it out. Am I
rationalizing?
I’m two paragraphs deep into my
article and I’m already off the subject
that I’ve never introduced.
Let me get on subject: It used to be
that the person who got elected to office in any elected contest for a seat in the state legislature or below (city council,
school board, etc.) was the one that the voters liked the best;
that is, they liked the person better than his/her opponent
and was the one with whom they would have preferred to
spend several hours in a boat fishing.
The Bledsoe/Walker fishing test for voting, like diagraming sentences and spelling bees, is probably now passe’, and
given the times probably won’t work to well
on the national level in 2014.
Think about the fishing test. Voters back in my time
seem to be more inclined towards candidates who smiled,
seldom raised their voice, tried to get along with folks and
were pretty moderate in their views. They were candidates
that the voters thought, when they elected them, would
kinda’ act like people wanted their children to act (“yes sir”,
“no ma’am”, get good grades in school, listened more than
they talked, etc.)
Then something happened. Judge Judy made millions
on television being just as rude to people in her court as she
could be. Talk show hosts asked questions and then interrupted the person being interviewed before they could
answer and explain. The folks that were doing the best with
ratings and money seemed to be cruel and hurtful to others.
Think Donald Trump.
Another thing is in earlier times most candidates who
had to declare a party affiliation to run chose the donkey or
the elephant more based on which way they thought they

could win than on philosophy. Let me
give you an example: For many years, I
was the State House Democratic Majority
Leader and during some of this time,
Johnny Isakson was the Minority Leader.
Johnny and I didn’t always agree (I didn’t always agree with Speaker Tom
Murphy but seldom told him so), but we
got along, talked to each other and liked
each other. And, I think that truthfully
one of the main reasons we got along as
well as we did is that we were pretty
close philosophically and liked each
other. We were both “in the middle.”
What happened? Ask Rush Limbaugh.
Interestingly, there wasn’t a great
deal of difference in philosophy until we
got ipads, iphones, email, instant communication, demand for instant response,
twenty-four hour news, liberal television
and conservative television, radical left
and radical right, political celebrities, celebrities who would
be politicians, etc.
I miss yard signs, personal visits, fish frys, billboards
and barbeques. There is still some of this, but there are more
robo calls, text messages and emails. Do you think you can
decide with whom you would most like to spend a day fishing easier at a fried quail supper with grits and cat head biscuits or from a daily email?
I made a mistake earlier in this article when I wrote
about “a seat in the state legislature or below (city council,
school board, etc.)” I probably should have written, “a seat
in the state legislature or above...”, because my experience is
that these folks at the state and local levels are getting along
better, balancing their budgets, solving important problems,
generally being polite to each other and generally doing a
better job, and acting like you want your children to act,
than they are in the Congress of the United States. Say amen.
By the way, what would you do to one of your children
if they talked to you or one of their siblings like Judge Judy
talks to the poor folks in her court? Yes, I know this is all an
act, but many people who watch it think that this is the way
your court system operates.
I think I’ll start focusing my political attention on our
local officials, and then Billy and I can go back to using
our fishing test. It was a good test and worked well for a
long time. It was certainly better than the Pouting
Shouting-Clowning Frowning Test that I see every morning on CNN and Fox.
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MONEY MATTERS:
POST-PRIMARY
REFLECTIONS

A

s the primary results in Georgia came in
on May 20, Republicans in Washington,
D.C., heaved a collective sigh of relief. As
they watched Georgia’s Republican primary election
in progress, they were haunted by flashbacks of lost
opportunities in the past when weaker challengers
defeated stronger potential nominees only to then
lose in the general election.
The GOP election runoff between businessman
David Perdue and Congressman Jack Kingston put
those fears to rest. Insiders consider either candidate
to be a heavy favorite against Democratic challenger
Michelle Nunn—even with the legacy and influence
of her father former Senator Sam Nunn at play.
Unfortunately, this “relief” could translate into an
even weaker turnout for the July 22 runoff than the
anemic 19 percent voter turnout for the primary.
Originally, it was thought that moving the
primary to May from July would significantly increase
voter turnout. Yet, the lack of any real energy in any
of the statewide or congressional races kept voter
turnout in the teens. Most voters, seeing little
difference between the candidates, had
correspondingly little reason to disrupt their busy day
and make their way to the polls.
In the dead of summer—July 22, with most
Republicans comfortable with either choice for their
Senate nominee—voter turnout will be an even
greater challenge. It will mean that some of the
congressional primary runoffs around the state (in
congressional districts vacated by Senate candidates)
could skew the results of the Senate runoff. This is
especially true for endorsements from Kingston’s
compatriots from the Congress who also ran for
Senate but did not make the runoff.
Notwithstanding their relatively poor showing in
the primary, Congressmen Paul Broun and Phil
Gingrey did perform well in the core areas of their
congressional districts. As a result, their support in a
runoff will make a big difference.

R A N DY E VA N S
R E VA N S @ M C K E N N A L O N G . C O M

Of course, such endorsements could cut both
ways. On the one hand, unity among the
congressmen would confirm Perdue’s campaign
positioning as a an outsider against the Washington,
D.C. politicians including those Congressmen
supporting their colleague. On the other hand, in a
low voter turnout runoff election, every vote counts
big and if Kingston’s colleagues can motivate their
supporters one more time, then it could be the
difference in a very low voter turnout runoff election.
While all eyes remained fixed on the Senate
Republican primary, the biggest winner of the night
actually had to be the Secretary of State Brian Kemp’s
website. While the results were slow coming in from
the counties, the website remained up and running.
More importantly, the Secretary of State’s election
results website was easy to use and provided a wealth
of information. There were undoubtedly many in the
Secretary of State’s office holding their breath as the
evening progressed. Yet, by the time the results were
in, no one was talking about the website. That is a big

Kingston

31

James_May-June 2014 5/27/14 5:23 PM Page 32

Perdue

victory when it comes to the often unpredictable
world of computers and the internet.
Furthermore, no one was surprised that Governor
Nathan Deal cruised to victory with over 70 percent
of the vote. Incumbent governors typically do well in
their re-election bids. Incumbent governors seeking
re-nomination do even better.
Interestingly, notwithstanding the abysmal
approval ratings for the Congress, not a single
incumbent member of Congress lost—or was even in
serious jeopardy. This included both members from
both political parties facing primary challenges. It does
tend to confirm the notion that general disapproval of
Congress does not translate into serious problems for

Nunn
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individual members of Congress seeking reelection.
One thing that the primary confirmed is that
money matters in midterm elections when there is no
single hot issue that takes over. Even with an
impressive ground operation and ample support from
some heavy hitters, former Secretary of State Karen
Handel simply did not have the resources (money) to
compete in the final days of the Primary Election. As
Perdue and Kingston pounded the airwaves with
television advertisements, the needle started to move
and then settled with the two biggest spenders in the
runoff election.
This pattern extended beyond just the senatorial
primary. Even in the congressional primaries, most of
the candidates making the runoff were also the ones
who raised and spent the most money. This means
Georgia voters can expect many more fundraisers and
television advertisements as the runoffs and general
election approach.
Notably, the petri dish of primary night was the
state School Superintendent race—a down ballot race
among many largely unknown candidates with no
serious money to spend. Contrary to long-held
opinions that the alphabetic order, gender or some
other factor limited to just the information on the
ballot on the ballot, i.e., name, impact the outcome,
none of that appeared obvious from the election
results. Indeed, names beginning with the letter ”W”
appeared to do better with Richard Woods (in the
Republican primary) and Valerie Wilson (in the
Democratic primary) making the runoff. Instead of
just names, it looked more like pockets of strong
support combined with a little help from influential
friends went a long way in making the difference.
Unfortunately for Republicans, their senatorial
runoff will be nasty—really nasty. As the primary
approached, both frontrunners had already taken
their gloves off and started to throw some serious
punches. Compared to what is ahead, that will look
like child’s play.
On the other hand, the 2010 gubernatorial
primary runoff was as nasty as elections get and it had
little effect when it came to November. Republicans
hope for the same in 2014. Of course, Democrats are
hoping that the scars this time are too deep and that,
like the 2012 presidential primary, the attacks make
the eventual nominee susceptible to a knockout
punch in the fall.
Georgia’s U.S. Senate race will indeed be a
battleground contest. •
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The Sandwich
Generation
Dealing with Aging Parents While Raising Kids

re you “sandwiched” financially and emotionally
between an aging parent and an adult child? According
to a recent study, nearly half of Americans in their 40s
and 50s have a parent aged 65 or older and are either
raising a young child or financially supporting a grown child (age
18 or older).1 Among this group, 15% are providing financial support to both an aging parent and a child.
While the “Sandwich Generation” is a demographic trend that
has been documented for some time, the financial implications
associated with caring for multiple generations of family members
has been escalating in recent years, with the bulk of the financial
pressure coming from adult children as opposed to aging parents.
More than a quarter of respondents (27%) provide primary financial support to their adult children, up from 20% in 2005. By contrast, just 21% of middle-aged adults report having provided financial support to an aging parent in the past year, a number that has
not changed since 2005.1
One explanation for the growing need for financial support
among the nation’s young adults is the toll that the Great Recession
has taken on this demographic group. According to U.S. government data, the percentage of young adults employed in 2010 was
the lowest it had been since 1948.2
Despite the added financial resources being directed toward
the young, the study found that, in general, the public places more
value on supporting aging parents than on supporting grown children. Among all survey respondents, 75% said adults had a responsibility to provide financial assistance to an aging parent in need,
while only 52% believed parents had the same responsibility to
help out an adult child.1

A

What Can You Do?
If you are supporting both a parent and a grown child there are a
number of resources and support services you can turn to for help.
For your parents, consider the following.
• Enroll them in adult day care or hire a home health
aide. Whether they live with you or on their own, you may need
to consider helping them to manage medication, to conduct daily
tasks such as bathing or meal preparation, and to make arrangements for assistance with household chores. A visiting nurse and
home care agency may provide assistance in these areas. The average adult day-care program costs $70 per day, and a home health
aide costs an average of $21 per hour.3
• Consider engaging a health care advocate. Professional
health advocates or private health advisories can ease the burden
associated with health care planning. In addition to facilitating and
expediting care during major illnesses, private health advisories can
also help you develop a comprehensive and customized health strategy based on your individual needs and personal health issues.
• Investigate potential tax breaks. You may be able to contribute up to $5,000 per year to your employer’s dependent care
flexible spending account, if available, provided your parents live
with you more than half the year and you pay for them to attend an
adult day-care program. If you don’t have a flex account, you may
34
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be able to claim the dependent-care credit on your tax return. The
maximum amount of expenses to which the credit may be applied
is $3,000 for one dependent or $6,000 for two. The applicable percentage of the maximum amount of expenses that you receive as the
credit varies with your income, from a high of 35% of the maximum
amount if you have an income of $15,000 or less, to a minimum of
20% of the maximum amount if your income exceeds $43,000.
• Search online for local support services. In addition to
day care and health aids, many states and communities offer other
services that can help both you and your parents cope. Look online
under “elder,” “geriatric” or “senior” care services for support programs near you.
• Encourage parents to update their estate plans and
beneficiary designations. Even if they already have an estate
plan in place, there is a good likelihood that it could be out of date
and may not take into consideration life events that have transpired
over the years, such as the birth of grandchildren, divorces, remarriages or other factors.
For dealing with your grown children, consider the following.
• First, talk to them about your financial realities.
Live-at-home adult children may not be aware of what it costs to
run a home while supporting aging parents at the same time.
Letting them know the costs you face each month makes those
costs real to them, and can encourage them to shoulder some of the
responsibility themselves.
• Share the common costs. Most live-at-home adult children
are there for a reason, often due to lack of a job or inability to afford
a place of their own. But that does not mean they should not shoulder a portion of household expenses. Work out a realistic rent or
cost-sharing arrangement and stick with it.
• Separate the individual costs. Is your live-at-home son or
daughter a finicky eater? Do they demand certain foods or sundries
that you would not buy otherwise? Then let them pay for them.
They’ll learn to appreciate what their tastes are actually costing, and
avoid resentments on your part.
Share the chores. Assigning chores and responsibilities may
seem obvious, but often it’s overlooked, leaving mom and dad to
do all the work. Garbage, lawn care, housework, laundry—make it
clear to all who is responsible for what task.
Don’t make it too comfortable. If your goal is to eventually
nudge your fledglings out of the nest, you need to provide incentive.
That means not treating them as permanent guests, but as temporary live-at-home adult children, with obligations and responsibilities of their own. In the end, they will appreciate it as much as you.
Mac McGrew is a wealth advisor with the The Harrison McGrew Group of
Morgan Stanley in Atlanta. Contact Mac at 404-365-2618 and
mac.mcgrew@morganstanley.com
Footnotes/disclaimers
1
Source: Pew Research Center, “The Sandwich Generation: Rising Financial Burdens for MiddleAged Americans,” January 2013.
2
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
3
Source: MetLife Mature Market Institute, The 2012 MetLife Market Survey of Nursing Home,
Assisted Living, Adult Day Services, and Home Care Costs, November 2012.
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