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 This past week two additional  pre-election polls were released. Neither contained anything shocking to alter the prevailing 

opinion that the race to succeed Governor Deal is a toss-up. The Fox 5 poll has Abrams leading Kemp 48-47 with 

Libertarian Ted Metz capturing 2 percent, and 2.7 percent remaining undecided. An AJC poll released last night was even 

tighter with Abrams at 46.9%, Kemp at 46.7%, and Metz at 2%. Neither candidate has broken 50 percent in any public 

poll, keeping the possibility of a runoff on December 4th very much alive.    

What would have been the last opportunity for voters to see the candidates side-by-side has been cancelled. Kemp pulled 

out of the second televised debate, due to a conflict with his rally with President Trump, scheduled for Sunday in Macon. 

Kemp offered alternative later times but Abrams declined due to previously scheduled campaign events in the Southeast 

part of the state;  the inevitable finger pointing by both sides has ensued. 

In lieu of a televised debate, each candidate, and a cadre of star studded surrogates on both sides, are continuing to 

hammer home their closing arguments. Democrat Stacey Abrams is laser-focused on the expansion of Medicaid, while 

Brian Kemp is opting for an economic message, highlighting the successes of Republican Governor Deal. 

Trump Coalition 

The Kemp camp is fully aware that both Governor Deal and President Trump carried the state by wide margins. Governor 

Deal topped Democratic candidate Jason Carter by about 202,000 votes, an 8 percent margin of victory and President 

Trump won the state by a little over 231,000, winning by just under 6 percent. However, their paths to victory varied in 

ways that shed light on what we will see from the Kemp campaign in the closing weeks. Take a look at the percentage 

vote share for both Deal and Trump, mapped by county:   

In focusing on metro Atlanta versus rural Georgia, specifically South Georgia, it is clear that the 2014 election was much 

less geographically partisan. The governor garnered between 30 and 40 percent of the vote in several suburban counties. 

Two years later, in 2016, suburban counties voted much more Democratic.  

Take Gwinnett County for example. In 2014, Governor Deal won Gwinnett with 54 percent of the vote. Conversely, in 

2016 President Trump lost Gwinnett County, receiving only 45 percent of the vote. Moreover, metro Atlanta saw an 

increase in Democratic intensity between 2014 and 2016. While Deal lost Fulton County, he still received 35 percent of 

the vote. Yet Trump garnered only 27 percent of the Fulton County vote.  
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Also keep in mind that Fulton County is by far the largest county by population. In 2018 Georgia’s population is an 

estimated 10.55 million, over a million of whom live in Fulton. Thus, the critical question is how did Donald Trump 

overcome increased losses in high-population areas? Very simply, by turnout and enthusiasm in deep red South Georgia. 

President Trump netted over 70 percent of the vote in 20 southeast counties compared to Governor Deal, who topped 70 

percent in just 6 southeast counties. Additionally, Trump not only won a greater percentage, he increased the number of 

base voters. In 2016, inactive voters came out in greater numbers in rural counties that Trump won; in the 80 counties 

where inactive voters accounted for at least 2.5 percent of votes cast, he grabbed 71 of them. 

Closing Strategies 

Both the Kemp and Abrams campaigns have poured over historical polling data and their campaign strategies reflect that. 

Kemp has been hyper-focused on rural Georgia, hoping to recreate the Trump coalition in South Georgia while shaving off 

just enough votes in the Atlanta suburbs to fend off what could be historically high metro turnout. Abrams, on the other 

hand, sees an opportunity to run up vote totals in districts that Clinton barely won in 2016, including Cobb, Henry and 

Newton Counties, while at the same time energizing young and minority voters in Fulton County who rarely go to the polls.  

Both campaigns are making their strategies clear in the final week. Vice President Mike Pence was in Georgia yesterday 

for a trio of events in conservative areas for Kemp. The vice president’s first event was set for 11:30 a.m. in Dalton, 

followed by a 2:30 p.m. appearance in the Augusta suburb of Grovetown and a 5 p.m. rally in Savannah. 

Meanwhile Democrats welcomed Oprah Winfrey, who appeared with Stacey Abrams today at a pair of town hall meetings. 

Winfrey’s “town hall conversations” were scheduled for 12:30 p.m. at the Cobb Civic Center in Marietta and 4 p.m. at the 

Porter Sanford Performing Arts Center in Decatur. The events target two demographic groups Abrams needs to win: 

suburban women and black voters. 

To further energize their bases, both candidates are receiving “get-out-the-vote” assistance from the most well-known 

members of their respective parties. Former President Barack Obama will appear at Morehouse College tonight at 5 p.m., 

while President Trump will headline a rally for Kemp in Macon on Sunday afternoon beginning at 4 p.m.  

Early Voting 

Thus far, early voting has reached historic levels. As of yesterday, 1,830,076 votes have been cast. That is a 128.4 

percent increase from the 801,147 early votes cast at this point in 2014.  

Early voting has been a major focus of the Abrams campaign—historically Democrats come out of the early voting period 

with an advantage. As expected, and depicted below, the largest early-vote totals are in metro Atlanta where Democrats 

reside in greater numbers, a welcome sight for the Abrams camp.

 

However, early voting data also provides Kemp with reasons to be optimistic. Below is a depiction of the percentage 

change in early voting between 2014 and 2018. This data may favor Kemp as there is a large percentage increase in the 
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number of early voters, who are expected to favor Kemp and did not vote early for Deal, a sign Kemp may be successfully 

recreating the Trump coalition.  

 

The question these two maps beg is: Will Abrams’ margin of victory in metro Atlanta be high enough to swamp a strong 

Kemp showing in rural Georgia? And, secondarily: Will Kemp regain suburban counties like Gwinnet previously won by 

Deal or will Abrams extend Clinton’s lead among moderate suburban households? 

Another focal point of the Abrams campaign has been on turning out voters who did not vote at all in 2014. Again, the two 

maps below beg two different interpretations. 

 

If you’re an Abrams fan the figure on the left is certainly encouraging, but the one on the right is less so. The percentage 

of early voters that did not vote at all in 2014 is highest in rural Georgia. It is a safe assumption that many of these voters 

are Trump Republicans who did not vote early for an establishment figure like Deal but may be more willing to come out 

early for a Trump-backed Kemp. Take a look at Catoosa County, which Trump won 2 years ago with about 80 percent. 

The number of early ballots there has more than tripled, to about 9,200, from 2014. And roughly 40 percent of those 

voters skipped the 2014 vote. There are similar spikes in other deep-red counties—such as Columbia, Cherokee, and 

Forsyth—where roughly one in three voters didn’t cast ballots in the last gubernatorial election.  

That said, the staggering early-voting numbers in Fulton County is a boon to Democratic confidence. An historic turnout in 

Fulton and DeKalb counties could get Abrams over the hump even assuming the Trump base is fully on board with Kemp. 

Many of those southeast red counties experiencing high non-2014 voter turnout are producing fewer than 1,000 new 

votes each, whereas Fulton County has already exceeded 50,000 early votes.  
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If we dive into demographics, there are a few nuggets of data that may shed additional light on where this election is 

heading. There is increased enthusiasm among younger voters. Three out of four early voters between the ages of 18 and 

29 did not vote at all in 2014 and more than half of voters ages 30-39 who cast early ballots this year also did not vote in 

the last midterm election. Those figures are compared to only 28 percent of the age 50-64 early voters that are “new” and 

the mere18 percent of 65+ voters that are first-timers. However, the number of 50+ early voters who did not vote in 2014 

is over 255,028 compared to just 189,742 for the under-40 crowd.  

In addition to young-voter turnout, African-American turnout is fundamental to an Abrams victory. The map below shows 

the African-American early-voting turnout as a percentage of 2016 African-American early voter turnout. 

  
Black turnout is certainly lackluster thus far in metro Atlanta, sitting at around 50 percent in Fulton County. However the so 

called “black belt” in central Georgia is seeing a high level of engagement. Some counties have reached over 70 percent 

of their 2016 early-voting totals. Even more encouraging for Democrats—in 2014, week 3 of early voting saw the largest 

numbers of black voters head to the polls.  

By contrast, the Kemp campaign can take solace in the fact that white voters are also headed to the polls early at high 

rates. In some southeast counties early voting has reached 80 percent of the 2016 total. 

 

At present, voter enthusiasm among rural white communities and lackluster black turnout in metro Atlanta is a good sign 

for Kemp. However, the suburbs are the dark horse. Abrams is dependent on expanding Clinton’s slim advantage in the 

suburban areas. Fortunately for Abrams, those counties tend to get to the polls late in the early voting cycle. The graphic 
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below shows the share of voters who voted in the final week of early voting in 2014. In Cobb, Gwinnett, Clayton and 

Cherokee Counties that percentage exceeds 60 percent. If history holds, we expect to see greater early turnout numbers 

in the MSA today and tomorrow.  

 

All in all, there are positive indicators on both sides. What is clear is that this final week will be all about turnout. Will the 

Trump base deliver Kemp the governorship or will Abrams put together a historic coalition of young and diverse voters 

who oftentimes abstain from politics? All we can do is wait and see. 

Constitutional Office Elections 

Lieutenant Governor 

The race for Lieutenant Governor features two relatively new faces in Georgia politics: Democratic nominee Sarah Riggs 

Amico and Republican nominee Geoff Duncan. Amico has never held public office. She serves as the executive 

chairperson of a large truck-hauling company and has argued that her business acumen qualifies her to lead the state 

Senate. 

Geoff Duncan, on the other land, has slightly more political experience. He was elected to the Georgia House in 2012. 

Duncan is a successful small business owner as well as a former Georgia Tech baseball star.  

Throughout the race Duncan has outraised his Democratic opponent, pulling in almost $1.9 million as of the September 

30 filing deadlines, compared to $757,000 raised by Amico. Both candidates contributed significantly to their own 

campaigns, with Duncan loaning his race $350,000 and Amico chipping in $676,000 to fund her own effort. 

An Atlanta Journal-Constitution/Channel 2 Action News poll found that 45.4 percent of likely voters planned to cast their 

ballots for Duncan, with 39.3 percent planning to vote for Amico and 15.3 percent undecided. 

Attorney General 

The race to become the next state attorney general pits incumbent Chris Carr against a former Fulton County Senior 

Assistant District Attorney, Charlie Bailey. Both Bailey and Carr are focused on combatting gang activity in Georgia and 

each has consistently hit the other for their previous experience or lack thereof. Carr has noted the increase in gang 

activity in Fulton County on Bailey’s watch while Bailey has harangued Carr for his lack of prosecutorial experience.  

Secretary of State 

Republican Brad Raffensperger is facing Democrat John Barrow and Libertarian Smyth DuVal in the race to succeed 

Brian Kemp as secretary of state. Barrow, who served in the US House for a decade, said his extensive work in local and 
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federal governments makes him knowledgeable about customer service and budgeting. Barrow was a member of the 

Athens-Clarke County Commission before serving in Congress.  

Raffensperger says his business experience gives him a background in running a large organization like the Office of the 

Secretary of State. His contracting and engineering design firm, Tendon Systems, has about 175 employees and 

manufacturing plants in Columbus and Forsyth Counties. 

The most recent poll showed 41.4 percent of likely voters in favor of Raffensperger and 36.8 for John Barrow, with 6.3 

percent saying they would vote for Libertarian Smythe DuVal and 15 percent undecided.  

Competitive United States Congressional Races 

The two most competitive US House of Representative races in Georgia are in Georgia’s 6th and 7th congressional 

districts. Georgia’s 6th district features an all-woman showdown between battle tested incumbent Karen Handel who 

survived the most expensive house race in history last year against Jon Ossoff and gun control activist and former Delta 

employee Lucy McBath. As was the case in 2017, McBath is attracting significant out of state money including millions 

from groups affiliated with Michael Bloomberg, including Everytown USA. Sabato’s Crystal Ball a publication from the 

University of Virginia Center for Politics rates the race as “Leans Republican”.  

Sabato also rates Georgia’s 7th congressional district as “Leans Republican”. That race features Georgia State professor 

Carolyn Bordeaux challenging incumbent Republican Rob Woodall. Woodall, unlike Handel, hasn’t faced a competitive 

challenger in several cycles and has thus far been taking an under the radar approach to the campaign. He is confident 

the district is not as flippable at many believe. Bordeaux for her part is well funded and respected within the district. She is 

seen by many national Democrats as a highly capable candidate.   

Both congressional challenges are hammering their opponents for their support of an Obamacare repeal while 

Republicans are harping on the influence of out of state actors like Nancy Pelosi. 

Down ballot races of interest 

Public Service Commission  

Democrat Lindy Miller, a candidate for Public Service Commission, has raised more than $1 million to support her 

challenge to two-term Republican incumbent Chuck Eaton, who interestingly, is touting strong union support.  

House District 51  

The retirement of House Judiciary Chairman and longtime Republican stalwart Wendell Willard has given Democrats 

hope that they can pick up an open seat in the north Atlanta metro area. Yale Law School graduate and Democratic 

nominee Josh McLaurin faces off against Republican attorney Alex Kaufman in a race that has turned contentious and 

litigious. McLaurin sued the Georgia Republican Party for libel over mailers he claims inaccurately stated that he is the 

subject of an ongoing criminal investigation. The lawsuit was settled on November 1st. No money is changing hands but 

the Georgia Republican Party has agreed  to no longer claim that McLaurin is under a criminal investigation.   

House District 79  

Democrats see another opportunity to turn an Atlanta suburb blue in the Dunwoody area, where local Democrat Mike 

Wilensky is looking to flip another open seat against Republican Ken Wright, the former Mayor of Dunwoody. The race is 

expected to be close, as this traditionally Republican stronghold has changed dramatically in the past decade. Wilensky 

outperformed Wright by approximately 350 votes in their respective primaries last May. 

House District 80 

Perhaps the most competitive House district in Georgia, House District 80, a Brookhaven-centered district, went from 

Republican to Democratic hands by roughly 500 votes in a special election in 2015 before returning to GOP control by 

only 248 votes in 2016. This year, incumbent Republican Meagan Hanson finds herself squaring off against Democrat 

Matthew Wilson in what is sure to be another tight race.  
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House District 119 

The most interesting Athens-area showdown is between incumbent Democrat Jonathan Wallace and Republican 

challenger Marcus Wiedower. Long a ruby red district, Wallace shocked the local political establishment by turning out 

Democratic voters in a 2017 special election and turning the seat blue. He faces an uphill battle to reelection, however, as 

Wiedower should benefit from increased Republican turnout in the midterms, making Wallace one of, if not the most, 

vulnerable Democratic House member this cycle. 

House District 138 

The retirement of Democrat Bill McGowan just one term after turning this southwest Georgia district blue has created an 

opportunity for Republican Mike Cheokas to return to the General Assembly. Cheokas, who lost a close race to McGowan 

in 2016 is opposed by Democrat Bardin Hooks, grandson of renowned former state senator George Hooks. Democrats 

hope that strong African-American turnout and enthusiasm for the top of the ticket will provide a bulwark against any 

Republican inroads. 

Senate District 6  

Expected to be the most competitive state senate race this year, Democratic incumbent Jen Jordan will look once again to 

stave off a challenge from Republican challenger Leah Aldridge. Jordan, who flipped the seat from Republican control in a 

2017 special election will have her first head-to-head test with a well-funded and well-organized Aldridge. Both candidates 

have been eager to portray themselves as moderate members of their respective parties as they compete for the 

bellwether district in North Atlanta Sandy Springs, Vinings and Smyrna. 

Senate District 40 

Longtime incumbent Republican Senator Fran Millar is facing his stiffest opposition in his career  in his DeKalb County-

based district, as shifting demographics and Democratic enthusiasm continue to propel this seat closer to toss-up status. 

Facing off against former state representative Sally Harrell, Millar will have to weather what is sure to be strong 

Democratic turnout in a district that voted for Hillary Clinton in 2016. 

Senate District 48  

Former Senate Majority Leader David Shafer vacated SD 48 to focus on an unsuccessful bid for lieutenant governor. His 

former district now may be more competitive than previously thought. Based in a rapidly diversifying Gwinnett County and 

North Fulton, Republican attorney Matt Reeves will look to preserve his party’s hold on the district against Democratic 

attorney and Air Force veteran Zhara Karinshak. 

Amendments and Referenda  

Amendment 1: Creates the Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Trust Fund  

This amendment dedicates up to 80 percent of the sales-tax revenues from outdoor sports and recreation equipment to 

protect and preserve green space. State officials estimate more than $50 million per year in tax revenues from these 

sales, so some $40 million could flow into this new trust fund each year. 

Click here to view bill text 

Amendment 2: Creates a statewide business court  

This amendment would authorize a new statewide court to settle major business disputes. Its judges would be appointed 

by the governor, approved by a majority vote of the Senate and House judiciary committees, and serve five-year terms.  

Click here to view bill text 

Amendment 3: Redefines, reclassifies Forest Land Conservation and Timberland  

This amendment would allow legislators to increase property tax breaks for forest-land conservation and to reduce 

property taxes through a new commercial timberland property category. It would shrink the conservation covenant period 

on forest land conservation use property to 10 years from 15, and reduce the size of eligible tracts from 200 acres in a 

county to an “aggregate” of 200 acres, as long as the land is in tracts of at least 100 acres in any given county. “Qualified 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20172018/HR/238
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20172018/HR/993
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Timberland Property” would cover at least 50 acres of commercial timberland, assessed and taxed at lower rates without 

a conservation covenant. The state would not reimburse counties for any lost tax revenue. 

Click here to view bill text 

Amendment 4: Adds rights for crime victims to state Constitution  

Amendment Four, commonly known as the “Marsy’s Law” victims’ rights constitutional amendment would give alleged 

victims of crime the right to opt in for notification of proceedings and to seek court intervention if they believe their rights 

were violated.  

Click here to view bill text 

Amendment 5. Changes rules for calling a county education sales tax referendum 

This amendment would allow a district with a majority of the students in its county to place an E-SPLOST on the ballot. 

While a smaller district could not block the referendum, it would be assured of receiving its proportionate share of the 

revenues, based on student population.   

Click here to view bill text 

Statewide Referendum A, homestead exemption for certain cities:  Referendum A would create a "floating" 

homestead exemption for the City of Atlanta portion of homeowners' property tax. The homestead exemption would 

increase when the appraisal by the county increases, such that the taxable portion would go up no more than 2.6%. 

Contrary to some postings, the county would still be required to value properties at fair market value, and this exemption 

would not apply to the Atlanta Public Schools portion of the property tax bill, thus no effect on the schools. The portion of 

the property tax bill that is Fulton County's has had a floating homestead exemption since 2005, as has the City of Sandy 

Springs.  

Statewide Referendum B, tax exemption for certain homes for mentally ill:  This is a technical change to ensure that 

homes for the mentally disabled are not disqualified from ad valorem tax exemptions. It provides a tax exemption for 

certain homes for the mentally disabled.  

Repeal of Amendment on Fulton Industrial District: This would allow small strip of property in Fulton County that is not 

within a city, and that is because a state constitution provision prevents its annexation. This vote would allow the area to 

be annexed into one or more of the cities, through the normal annexation options.  

Sources: Georgia Votes, http://georgiavotes.com/; ArcGIS Online 
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